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	Research Ethics Board



REB.FORM.006 | Student Sub-study as Part of a Larger MSVU Faculty Research Project

***Note: this application may only be used for undergraduate students completing their honours thesis (or Directed Study) by conducting sub-study research within a supervisor’s active parent study. For sub-studies within parent studies that have closed, please use REB.FORM.005 for secondary use of data. 

The UREB uses the Tri-Council Policy Statement: Ethical Conduct for Research Involving Humans (TCPS2) to guide ethical review. The three core principles of the TCPS2 - Respect for Persons, Concern for Welfare, and Justice – must be kept in mind to ensure a balance between the protection of participants and the value of human dignity, and the legitimate requirements of research. Applying the core principles will also maintain free, informed and ongoing consent throughout the research process and lead to sharing the benefits of the research. These results will help to build and maintain the trust of participants and the public in the research process. 

For more information:
· http://www.msvu.ca/ethics  
· http://www.pre.ethics.gc.ca/eng/policy-politique/initiatives/tcps2-eptc2/Default/ 

	Attention Researchers – Use of Artificial Intelligence:
1. If you have utilized generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) technologies in the completion of this application or to create any of your appendices, the onus is on you, the researcher (and research team) to fully understand what you are submitting and to ensure compliance with the cleared protocol. As PI, your submission of this document(s) attests to the validity, reliability, and credibility of the information provided to the REB.

1. Does this study involve the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) technologies in research such as (but not limited to): 
· Generative AI tools
· Machine learning algorithms
· Automated transcription, or 
· translation services, AI-based survey or chatbot platforms 

If yes, you are asked to contact the research ethics office at ethics@msvu.ca to discuss possible research ethics implications on the research study. It is better to do this prior to submission for REB review.

If you use AI tools in your research, you must make sure that they are used responsibly. This means being clear and transparent about how they’re used, protecting participants’ privacy, keeping data secure, and obtaining proper informed consent. Generative AI must not be used to falsify, fabricate or manipulate research data, participant information, or consent materials. Furthermore, AI must not reveal personal information or cause unfair results (bias). Misuse of generative AI in the research ethics process may constitute a breach of the University’s research integrity and ethics policies. Please see REB.INFO.510 for more information.

Note: The addition or use of AI in a study post clearance/approval requires the submission of a modification request (REB.FORM.002) for review and clearance prior to its implementation.



Section A – Ethics File Details
	Date of Application
	Click or tap to enter a date.
	Title of Research Sub-Study/Thesis/Directed Study
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Title of Parent Project/Study
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Proposed Study Start Date 
	Click or tap to enter a date.
	Anticipated Study End Date
	Click or tap to enter a date.
	UREB Protocol File Number of the Parent Project/Study 
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Is the parent project/study still active with a valid REB Clearance certificate?
	☐ Yes
☐ No


	Principal Investigator or Nominated Principal Investigator - see the MSVU REB Glossary of Terms (REB.INFO.001) of Parent Project/Study
	Click or tap here to enter text.


Section B – Applicant Information
	Student Investigator (*Undergraduate Honours Thesis or Directed Study Student Only)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Department/Faculty
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	*Please provide your supervisor’s or MSVU Faculty Sponsor’s information below (if applicable):

	Supervisor (*Supervisor must be the PI, nominated PI of the parent study)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Supervisor’s Email (MSVU email only)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Research Team Members – if different from the parent study 
List in order:  Co-Investigators; Collaborators, Research Staff; Research Assistants)
– add additional lines as needed


	Name
	Role
	Email
	Institutional Affiliation

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



 Research Funding
	Research Funding Status
☐ Funded
☐ Pending Funding
☐ Not Funded

	For Funded Research – indicator the Grantor (Please select all that apply):
Tri-Council (SSHRC, CIHR, NSERC) ☐
Internal ☐ 
Other External ☐
(Please specify other grantors): Click or tap here to enter text.



CORE Tutorial Completion
	Effective July 1, 2016, all researchers conducting research with human participants and/or their data must complete the CORE Tutorial and submit a copy of their completion certificate with this application (REB.POL.004).
☐  
☐ Copies of all CORE Completion Certificate(s) have been attached to this ethics application for the PI/Supervisor, Student Applicant, and any new members of research team noted above




Section C - Researcher Assessment of Risk for the Proposed Sub-Study
	Does the sub-study change the assessed risk level of the parent study?
* The UREB may determine that your assessment of risk is incorrect and may assign a different risk level. The PI will be advised as soon as possible if this occurs as the level of review will change.

Does the sub-study alter the risk or introduce new risks to participants that are not addressed in the parent study?
☐  No alteration to risks and does not add new risks - study remains minimum risk
☐  Yes, it alters risk and/or adds new risk(s) but does not exceed minimum risk
☐  Yes, it alters risk and/or adds new risk(s) and now exceeds minimum risk
**For any study that alters risk or introduces new risks, please contact the REB Office to discuss before submitting this application, a modification request for the parent study will be required.

Please provide a brief explanation for your choice above
Click or tap here to enter text.




Section D – Research Sub-Study Information
	What is the student’s role in the parent study
☐ Data collection 
☐ Participant interaction 
☐ Data analysis 
☐ Other Click or tap here to enter text.


	Has the student researcher reviewed the approved research ethics protocol package for the parent study?
☐ Yes 
☐ No  

If no, when will the student receive the parent study’s research ethics protocol package for review?
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Parent Study Context 
In 2–3 sentences, summarize the purpose and primary research question(s) of the parent study.
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Student Sub‑study Focus - *Focus on the student’s specific use of data and research objective(s).
Provide a brief, plain language summary of the sub-study, include the specific research question(s) that the student will address for the honours thesis or directed study? (max 200 words)

Click or tap here to enter text.


	How does the student research relate to (or differ from) the parent study?
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Does the honours thesis or directed study(sub-study) create any new or additional real or perceived Conflict of Interest (COI)?
☐ Yes 
☐ No 
If yes, provide details and how the COI will be managed:
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Does the honours thesis or directed study (sub-study) introduce any new participant criteria, recruitment procedures, research instruments or tools, or participant contact?
☐ Yes 
☐ No 

If yes, provide details and rationale as well as the anticipated date of amendment request for the parent study:
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Are there any changes from the parent study for research location(s) in this study? 
☐ No 
☐ Yes

If yes, please elaborate on changes to the location(s) of research
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Does any component of the sub-study require additional or amended approvals (e.g., school board, Mi’kmaw Ethics Watch, other institutions/businesses, etc.)
☐ Yes 
☐ No 
If yes, provide details and anticipated date of amendment request:
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Will the sub-study involve any Indigenous People, language, culture, history or Community date or involvement that was not addressed in the parent study?
☐ Yes 
☐ No 

If yes, provide details:
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Does the informed consent from the parent study include the student sub-study?
☐ Yes 
☐ No 

Please provide details for your answer and include a copy of the consent with this package:
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Does the existing informed consent include or allow for student thesis or directed study use?
☐ Yes 
☐ No 

Please provide details for your answer below:
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Data Collection and Use:
  The student will not collect new or additional data beyond what the REB has already approved for the parent study. 
  The student will not access additional variables, records, time points, or participants that fall outside the approved parent study scope. 
  The student’s thesis or directed study work will rely solely on data already approved for collection, and data types already described in the approved parent application and consent form.
*Note “approved data” includes only what is explicitly authorized in the parent study (e.g., participant population, approved data elements, approved method of access, approved study timeframe, data linkage)

	Data Custodian and Ownership
Data collected and used for this student sub-study remains the formal responsibility of the PI of the parent Study. The PI retains control over the research data collected and stored and data management and security is not altered from the parent study. The PI and Student Researcher should note the following:
· The PI remains the data custodian as recognized by the REB and the institution. 
· The student does not become the owner or custodian of the data. 
· The student accesses the data under the PI’s authority and supervision

	Will deception or partial disclosure of any kind be introduced that is not already disclosed in the parent study? 
☐Yes
☐No

If yes, describe the deception and/or partial disclosure and why it is necessary for the study (e.g., what information is withheld from participants).  (Note to PI – if deception and/or partial disclosure is added then a modification request for the parent study must be submitted to the REB)
Click or tap here to enter text.

Describe the magnitude and likelihood of harm.
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Are there any risks (or safety issues) to the researcher or research team? Select all that apply.
☐No Risk/Not Applicable
☐Mild Risks
☐Moderate Risks
☐High Risks

How will risks (or safety issues) to the researcher or research team be minimized?
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Does the student’s sub-study create any changes to participant withdrawal that differ from the parent study?
☐ Yes 
☐ No 

If yes, provide details:
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Does the student’s sub-study create any changes to privacy, confidentiality and/or anonymity that differ from the parent study?
☐ Yes 
☐ No 

If yes, provide details:
Click or tap here to enter text.


	Is it the student’s intention to reanalyze the data for purposes other than described in this study or the parent study?
☐ Yes 
☐ No 

If yes, provide details on how the student’s future use of data will be reviewed, managed:
Click or tap here to enter text.


	When disseminating research results, will research participants be quoted?
☐ Yes	
☐ No

If yes, describe how identifying information will be removed or altered ensuring that quotes do not reveal individuals' identities. In the case where quotes will reveal individuals' identities, please explain the reasons and include this information in the consent form.
Click or tap here to enter text.





Section E – Required Appendices 
***Please combine all appendices into a single document for submission.
	☐	CORE Tutorial Completion Certificates

	☐	Copy of the current REB clearance certificate for parent study/project 

	☐	Copy of the Consent forms or information letters for parent study/project

	☐	Copy of the research tools from the parent study/project being used in this sub-study

	☐	Other – please describe:
Click or tap here to enter text.



Section F – Signature and Agreement
	Researcher Responsibilities:
· No research activity with human participants (recruitment or data collection) may take place prior to the PI receiving notification from the UREB that the study has been cleared by the UREB 
· The researcher must ensure appropriate training for all members of the research team 
· Researchers must notify the UREB when the study is complete or if the researcher wishes to place the study on hold. This is accomplished by filing REB.FORM.004 – Final Report 
· All adverse events must be reported promptly to the UREB as per MSVU UREB Policies and Procedures 
· All privacy breaches and/or unanticipated research events must be reported promptly to the UREB as per MSVU UREB Policies and Procedures 
· All modification requests for cleared protocols must be reviewed and cleared by the UREB prior to their implementation as per MSVU UREB Policies and Procedures
· Researchers must request a renewal extension using REB.FORM.003 30 days prior to expiry 
· Research studies receive research ethics clearance for an initial one-year period, at which time the researcher must close or renew the study. Renewals may, upon receipt of the appropriate application, be renewed for up to an additional 4 years, at which time, if the research is still on-going, the PI must re-apply with a new application. This re-review shall be delegated normally to the Chair or Vice-Chair

	[bookmark: _Hlk172716281]My/Our signature(s) below, and submission of this application,  confirms that I/we will ensure that all procedures conducted as part of the project will be conducted in accordance with the Tri-Council Policy Statement on Ethical Conduct for Research Involving Humans (TCPS) found online at  http://www.pre.ethics.gc.ca/eng/index/ as well as all relevant MSVU University Research Ethics Board policies and procedures and agree to comply with the policies and procedures outlined therein.

	Insert Signature of Student Investigator 


	Date: Click or tap to enter a date.

	Faculty Supervisor 
In the case of student research, as Faculty Supervisor, my signature below, and submission of this application, indicates that I have read and approved the application and proposal, deem the project scientifically valid and worthwhile, and agree to provide continuing and thorough supervision of the student(s). I will ensure that the level of risk inherent to the project is balanced by the level of research experience that the student researcher has. I will provide appropriate oversight to ensure that the research will be conducted in accordance with MSVU UREB's policies/procedures and that it adheres to this cleared protocol and consenting process.

	Insert Signature of Faculty Supervisor


	Date: Click or tap to enter a date.



Submission Requirements:
1) Researchers must submit the application electronically to ethics@msvu.ca 
2) Please note that recruitment and data collection may not begin until a certificate of Research Ethics Clearance has been issued.
3) Researchers may only use letters and/or numbers for file names and must refrain from using any special characters (e.g., #; &; etc.). 
4) All documents in the appendices must be clearly labeled and reflect how they are referenced in the application.
5) Note - 2 attachments are required for submission– 
      1/ the application and 
      2/ the combined appendices (see section E above) 
6) Application packages shall only be accepted in the form of Word documents (*.doc or *.docx) or Portable Document Format (*.pdf) 

For details on specific submission criteria, please see the following Guidance Documents:
· REB.INFO.401 – Faculty & Staff
· REB.INFO.402 – Graduate Students
· REB.INFO.403 – Undergraduate Students
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