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Audience

Which Graduate 

program are you in?

Please type it in the chat box

• Applied Human Nutrition

• Child & Youth Study

• Public Relations & Communication Studies

• Family Studies & Gerontology

• Women & Gender Studies

• Education



Outline

1. Vocabulary & Academic Terms

2. Program Requirements
✓ The Graduate Academic Calendar

✓ Finding (and Understanding!) Your Program Requirements 

✓ Rules and Policies

3. Courses
✓ Choosing Courses for Yourself

✓ Registering for Courses by Yourself

✓ Getting Advice from Your Academic Faculty Advisor

4. Helpful Services and Tips 
✓ Frequently Asked Questions

✓ Contact Information

✓ Moodle & Online Classrooms



Part I Vocabulary & Academic Terms 



Part I Vocabulary & Academic Terms 

2. Courses vs Classes

Courses are what you have to complete to meet your program requirements.  
Examples:
GSLL 6200, GAHN 6601

Classes are the individual lecture components of your courses. 
Example:
M/W 10:30-11:45

1. Program

This is what you applied for and what you will receive 
a degree, diploma, or certificate for when finished. 
Examples: 

Master of Applied Human Nutrition

Master of Arts in Child & Youth Study

Master of Education Studies in Lifelong Learning



Part I Vocabulary & Academic Terms 

5. Special Admission Conditions

These are additional requirements, listed on your acceptance letter, that you must 
complete before starting full-time graduate studies.  
Examples: 
ESL language requirements, additional undergraduate courses, or submission of 
previous post-secondary transcripts. 

3. Required Course

This is a course that you must take as part of your 
program. It is not optional.

4. Elective Course

This is a course that you can take from any grad program. 
You can choose which courses you want to take as your 
electives, usually in consultation with your Faculty 
Academic Advisor or the Graduate Program Coordinator



Part I Vocabulary & Academic Terms 

8. Multi-Mode Online

This is a course that is a combination of synchronous online classes and asynchronous
online classes

6. Synchronous Online

This is “real time”, live delivery of an online lecture, 
and it will also likely be recorded. All students join the 
virtual classroom at the same time.

7. Asynchronous Online

This is a pre-recorded online lecture. All students can 
access it anytime during the semester. Students must
follow a course outline, complete material on their 
own, and submit assignments by set due dates. The
class is not live.



Part II Program Requirements 

✓ The Graduate Academic Calendar

✓ Finding (and Understanding!) Your Program Requirements 

✓ Rules and Policies



Look in the Graduate Academic Calendar to find your specific program 
requirements:

Part II Program Requirements 

Finding (and Understanding!) Your Program Requirements

Please note, the Graduate Academic Calendar has all of the information 
you need. Download it to your computer and read it!
(*We will give you a paper copy at the International Day of Orientation 
on January 6th)

The Academic Calendar contains:
• Your program requirements (i.e. the courses you need to take). 
• The rules and policies of the university.



Part II Program Requirements 

Finding (and Understanding!) Your Program Requirements 

4. And finally, click on 
“Academic Calendars”​

1. Go to MSVU.ca​

2. Click on “Campus Life”​

3. Then, click on 
“Registrar's Office”​



Part II Program Requirements 

Finding (and Understanding!) Your Program Requirements 

Click on the Full 
Graduate Calendar 
(PDF)

Let’s look at it 
together now…



Part II Program Requirements 

Example from Graduate Academic Calendar:

• Applied Human Nutrition

• Child & Youth Study

• Public Relations & Communication 

Studies

• Family Studies & Gerontology

• Women & Gender Studies

• Education

Finding (and Understanding!) Your Program Requirements



Part II Program Requirements 

Finding (and Understanding!) Your Program Requirements

1. How many “units” are 
needed to complete 
this Master’s program?

2. How many “units” is 
each course?

3. So, how many courses 
would you have to take 
to complete the Master 
of Applied Human 
Nutrition at MSVU? 



Part II Program Requirements 

Finding (and Understanding!) Your Program Requirements

1. How many “units” are 
needed to complete 
this Master’s program?

5.0 units

2. How many “units” is 
each course?

0.5 units (half of a unit)

3. So, how many courses 
would you have to take 
to complete the Master 
of Applied Human 
Nutrition at MSVU?

10 courses



3. And what is the  
difference between 
“GAHN Electives” and 
“graduate level electives”? 

Part II Program Requirements 

Finding (and Understanding!) Your Program Requirements

1. How many “Required 
Courses” are needed 
to complete this 
Master’s program?

2. How many “Elective 
Courses” are needed 
in total to complete this 
Master’s program? 



3. And what is the  
difference between 
“GAHN Electives” and 
“graduate level electives”? 

Part II Program Requirements 

Finding (and Understanding!) Your Program Requirements

1. How many “Required 
Courses” are needed 
to complete this 
Master’s program?
1.0 units = 2 courses

2. How many “Elective 
Courses” are needed 
in total to complete this 
Master’s program? 
3.0 + 1.0 = 4.0 units

= 8 courses



3. And what is the  
difference between 
“GAHN Electives” and 
“graduate level electives”? 

Part II Program Requirements 

Finding (and Understanding!) Your Program Requirements

GAHN Electives are only this 
list here. 

Graduate level electives are 
any courses from any 
graduate program. But this 
needs to be selected with the 
approval of your academic 
faculty advisor.



Part II Program Requirements 

Use the Graduate Academic Calendar 
to find all information about your 
degree program and all information on 
program and university policies. 



Part III Courses

✓ Choosing Courses for Yourself

✓ Registering for Courses by Yourself

✓ Getting Advice from Your Academic Faculty Advisor



Part III Courses

• As a Graduate student, you are expected to 
choose your own courses.

• Here are some helpful tips when choosing them:

Choosing Courses for Yourself 

1. Taking three courses is considered “full time” status for 
a student (this is important for immigration purposes).

2. Try to choose in-person classes (not online), and 
choose Required courses before Elective courses.

3. If your first-choice course is full, add yourself to the 
“waitlist” for it, and then register for a second-choice 
course. 

You might get in the first-choice course if someone else 
drops it. Or, if enough people are on the waitlist, they 
might open another section of it. Check your myMount

course schedule regularly. If you get in, you’ll want to 
drop that second-choice course quickly!

4. If registering for elective courses, email your faculty 
advisor to ask if the ones you selected are appropriate. 



Part III Courses

• You are expected to register yourself for the 
courses you choose.

• Here are some helpful tips about registration:

Registering for Courses 

1. Register for courses as soon as possible. 
They fill up quickly.

2. Classes start on Wednesday, January 7th. 
The last day to add/drop a course is Wed, Jan 14th. 
The last day to pay your fees is Wed, Jan 14th. 

3. Use myMount to register for courses, as well as to see:
- your schedule
- your grades
- your financial account
- scholarship/bursary information 
- and how to get help for anything! 

Let’s look at myMount together now…



Part III Courses

Registering for Courses 

After this presentation, you can click on this link and watch the 
“How do I register for courses?” video to review this info and 
learn more. 

https://www.msvu.ca/campus-life/campus-services/it-services/mymount-email/mymount-registration/


Part III Courses

Getting Advice from Your Academic Advisor

You may reach out to your Faculty Academic Advisor directly if you have any 
questions about course selections during your program planning. Check your 
Acceptance Letter from MSVU to find the contact information of your Faculty 
Advisor.

You can also email graduate@msvu.ca with questions. Be sure to include your 
name, student number and degree (academic program) in your request.

Replies sometimes take several days, so please allow for enough response time 
(and that will also make it less stressful for you as you wait)

mailto:graduate@msvu.ca


Part IV Helpful Services and Tips 

✓ Frequently Asked Questions

✓ Contact Information 

✓ Moodle & Online Classrooms



Part IV Helpful Services and Tips 

Open “Graduate Studies at the Mount”

Let’s look at it together now…



Part IV Helpful Services and Tips 

Moodle is MSVU’s Learning Management System, and it’s used for most courses, including in-person, online,

blended and multi-access. It is the online space where faculty post course content, host online discussions,

administer quizzes and meet in real time with students. Moodle provides a place where students can access

course content, submit assignments, complete activities, and communicate with their peers and their

instructor. Log in to Moodle through the tab on the MSVU’s homepage

Blackboard Collaborate is our online classroom software. It provides a virtual space where faculty and students 

can meet in real-time, work in groups, chat, and learn together.

Using Moodle



Part VII Moodle & Blackboard Collaborate

After this presentation, you can click on this link and watch the 
instructional video to learn more about accessing your online 
classes with Blackboard Collaborate. 

Accessing Online Classes (Blackboard Collaborate)

https://msvuhfx-my.sharepoint.com/personal/online_msvu_ca/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?uniqueId=987d404b%2D061e%2D57a7%2D18e7%2D72712d5f4f58&portal=%7B%22ha%22%3A%22classicstream%22%2C%22hm%22%3A%22view%22%7D&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview&scenario=2
https://msvuhfx-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/personal/online_msvu_ca/Documents/Stream%20Migrated%20Videos/Accessing%20Collaborate-20210503_065241.mp4?csf=1&web=1&e=cMvTWv&nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXcifX0%3D


Review

1. Vocabulary & Academic Terms

2. Program Requirements
✓ The Graduate Academic Calendar

✓ Finding (and Understanding!) Your Program Requirements 

✓ Rules and Policies

3. Courses
✓ Choosing Courses for Yourself

✓ Registering for Courses by Yourself

✓ Getting Advice from Your Academic Faculty Advisor

4. Helpful Services and Tips 
✓ Frequently Asked Questions

✓ Contact Information

✓ Moodle & Online Classrooms

In this presentation, we talked about…



Any Questions?

1. For more explanation about 
anything in this presentation, you 
can book an appointment with 
Sarah Jacques, International 
Student Success Advisor

2. For help with any matter related 
to immigration, please make an 
appointment with Kay Balite, 
International Student Advisor

3. You can review this presentation 
anytime at msvu.ca/international 

4. For any other questions, feel free 
to email international@msvu.ca

We are here to help you!

https://outlook.office365.com/book/MSVUInternationalEducationCentre1@msvuhfx.onmicrosoft.com/?ae=true&login_hint
https://outlook.office365.com/book/MSVUInternationalEducationCentre1@msvuhfx.onmicrosoft.com/?ae=true&login_hint
https://www.msvu.ca/international/webinars-and-videos/?preview=true
mailto:international@msvu.ca


Thank you!

See you on Tuesday, 
January 6th

for the International Day of 
MSVU Orientation!!! 

Don’t forget to register on the 
msvu.ca/international page 

(I’ll show you now)

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=cF4Z0V-78UOJAks_bPxJxnW7A2G4LoxCrYoGxHIm6NNURU5VVklHUDg3VTYxWVlDVFNJMVJPMUs5UC4u&route=shorturl

