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Important Academic Vocabulary



Vocabulary. Must learn.
1. Program – can be:

-A Master's/Graduate degree
-A Master's/Graduate diploma (TESOL)
-A Master of Arts/Science (thesis route)
-An Undergraduate degree
-An Undergraduate diploma
-An Undergraduate certificate

2. Courses vs Classes
-Courses are subjects taken to meet program requirements
(Ex. THTM 1101, COMM 2211, GAHN 6601, GCRD 6560)
-Classes are the lecture components of your courses 
(Ex. M/W 10:30-11:45 a.m.)

3. Subject vs Program -
Subjects = topics that are studied within programs (Ex. History,
Math, Curriculum Studies, TESOL)



Vocabulary. Must learn.

4. A Major – Undergraduate
an area of focus in Bachelors of Arts, Science, Business. 
Between 8.0 - 10.0 units in BA & BSc. and 6.0 units for 
Business

5. A Minor – Undergraduate
a secondary area of focus in any undergraduate degree
program comprised of 3.0 units. Minors are mandatory
for some programs (BA and BSc Major programs)
and optional for others

6. Master of Arts – a Master's/Graduate program that requires a
thesis



Vocabulary. Must learn.
7. Required Course – This is a courses that you must take, specific Course Name and 

Number given (Ex: MATH 0027, NUTR 1010); mandatory, related to your program

8. Elective – this is a course in any subject/program/discipline; chosen in consultation
with your Academic Advisor

9. Prerequisite – NOT VERY COMMON IN MASTERS DEGREES – except MEd, this is a 
course that must be completed before you can register for another course

10. Asynchronous - is recorded and can be accessed anytime within the semesters it’s
being offered. Students must follow a course outline and the class is not live

11. Synchronous - is real time delivery of lecture but will also likely be recorded and 
the video may be available AFTER class

12. Multi-Mode Online – a combination of online synchronous classes and
online asynchronous classes

13. Multi-Access Classes – a blend of on-campus classes and online classes

14. On Campus – is live, in the classroom with professor and classmates



Full-time vs Part-time
F

0.5 units = 1 MSVU course
1.0 units = 2 MSVU courses

Programs:
 Graduate programs: 5.0 units = 10 courses
 Bachelor’s degree: 20.0 units = 40 courses
 Diploma: 12.0 units = 24 courses
 Certificate: 6.0 units = 12 courses

15. Units vs. Credits - these are the same thing, MSVU uses units

Fall + Winter Semester:
 1.5 units – 2.5 units (3 - 5 courses) per semester = full-time status
 .5 units – 1.0 units (1 or 2 courses) per semester = part-time status



Vocabulary. Must learn.
16. Academic Standing – at MSVU, to be in “good academic standing”

Graduate students:

• maintain an overall 3.0 GPA in all courses

• not have received a final grade of “C” in more than 1.0 units (2 
courses) of coursework

• not have received a final grade of “F”  or “F*” in an any course 

** if a graduate student fails to maintain “good academic standing”, they are in jeopardy of 
being removed from the program **

Please refer to page 21 of the graduate academic calendar: 
https://www.msvu.ca/academics/university-academic-calendars/graduate-academic-
calendar/regulations/

https://www.msvu.ca/academics/university-academic-calendars/graduate-academic-calendar/regulations/


Vocabulary. Must learn.
16. Academic Standing

Undergraduate students:

At MSVU, undergraduate student grades are reviewed annually in May, after 
3.0 units completed, for academic progress.

• “good academic standing” - maintain a Cumulative Grade Point Average 
(CGPA) of 1.7 or higher 

• “academic probation” – CGPA is between 1.0 - 1.699

• “academic suspension” – CGPA is between 0 – 0.9 (suspension for 12 
months)

Please refer to page 29 of the undergraduate academic calendar: https://www.msvu.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2014/08/RO-2022-2023-Undergraduate-Academic-Calendar-July-12-
compressed.pdf

https://www.msvu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/RO-2022-2023-Undergraduate-Academic-Calendar-July-12-compressed.pdf


Vocabulary. Must learn.
Graduate Level Grading Scheme Undergraduate Level Grading Scheme



Vocabulary. Must learn.

To calculate your Cumulative Grade Point Average:

Letter grades have a numerical value called a Grade Point 
Value, which is used to calculate your Cumulative Grade Point 
Average. 

GPA = The total grade points achieved
The total number of courses taken



Academic Calendars

What is an Academic Calendar?



Graduate + Undergraduate Academic Calendars

An annual publication listing key dates in the academic year, important 
vocabulary, admissions requirements, program requirements, rules and 
regulations and courses. Course information changes from year to year but the 
degree requirements described in the Calendar in the year of your admission 
to the degree remain in force as you complete your program. Available for pick 
up in the Registrar’s Office and Deans’ Offices. The Graduate Calendar is 
available online at msvu.ca/calendars. 



Academic Calendars

msvu.ca/calendars

Click here: 
2022-2023 Graduate 
Academic Calendar

Click here: 
2022-2023 
Undergraduate 
Academic Calendar



To Review this Presentation
www.msvu.ca/international

http://www.msvu.ca/international


Thank You! 
Questions?
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