
Optimizing your LinkedIn presence



Agenda

 LinkedIn fundamentals 

 Completing your profile, setting up privacy controls, 
thought leaders

 Promoting yourself!  

 Groups to follow 

 Improving your LinkedIn presence 

 Hands-on support 

 Leveraging your LinkedIn profile



Build your online 
reputation

Grow your network

Target specific niche 
markets and engage 
with people who have 
the same research 
interests

Attract & pursue leads

Why care?



Why should you care 

 Job seeking involves networking 
and putting yourself out there

 It’s more than just a profile –
groups, discussions, and thought 
leaders   

 Link your work, websites or 
projects 

Algorithms match you to people 
with similar interests 



Free accounts provide value



Premium accounts are cool too!



Setting up your profile



How to get started

 Using your LinkedIn headline

 Creating your profile summary 

 Complete your profile 100%

 Maintaining your privacy 

 Include a photo

 Highlight links

 Maintain your profile regularly



Leveraging your resume

 Summary

 Career experience

 Education

 Language

 Skills

 Groups

 Interests 



Accept only known connections



Great content for potential 
cover letters, interviews can 
be found via LinkedIn.

Follow your wish list employers



What’s a degree? Why mention a 
colleague?

YOU

1st Degree 
Contact

2nd Degree 
Contact

3rd Degree 
Contact

2nd Degree 
Contact

1st Degree 
Contact

2nd Degree 
Contact

3rd Degree 
Contact

3rd Degree 
Contact

Your direct 
connection

A direct 
connection of 
one of your 
LinkedIn 
connections



Learn to protect yourself



5) Leverage 
promotional tools

 LinkedIn is your elevator 
pitch about your 
“personal brand”

 Highlight characteristics 
that define your 
competitive advantage

 Showcase your work 
(presentations, videos, 
publications, links to a 
website/press release)



Tag skills, get recommendations
 Increase 

your 
credibility 
and clout 



Why recommendations?



Leverage real time data



Search, find and follow your 
future workplace



Post regular updates, write posts, upload white papers, share articles

Learn/become  a thought leader



What insight/information could 
you share?

Remember: Anyone can blog!



Respect your personal brand

 Share information about yourself 
without divulging too many personal 
details

 Use LinkedIn for professional 
networking 

 Avoid revealing personal information 
about your workplace or colleagues

 Use caution when expressing opinions 
on sensitive topics


