MI'KMAQ-MALISEET NATIONS NEWS, JULY 2003

- e PAGE 11

Pag’tnkek Mi’kmaq and Kat

onald Marshall Jr.
was charged by
DFO for commer-

cially fishing eels (Kat)
without a license. This began
another journcy by the Mi'k-
magq through the legal system
for the purpose of affirming
trecaty rights. In September
1999 the Supreme Court of
Canada dismissed the charges
against Donald Marshall, in the
process affirming the trcaty
right to fish commercially in
support of a ‘modest liveli-
hood’. The facts that Donald
Marshall was fishing Kat when
charged and that the treaty
clauses noted in the decision
specifically mention Kat seem
to have received no considera-
tion in all of the cvents that
have occurred.

Knowing that Kat has been
culturally  and  materially
important for the Mi’kmag, the
Paq’tnkek Fish and Wildlife
Society (PFWS) in collabora-
tion with- Social Research for
Sustainable Fisheries (St. Fran-
cis Xavier University) has
conducted a household survey
in the Paq’tnkek community.
The survey was designed to
explore the relationship
between the Paq’tnkek Mi’k-
maq and Kat or American Eel
and marks the completion of
the first phase of an on-going
research project. The results of
the survey have been released
as a preliminary report entitled:
The Paq’tnkck Mikmaq and
Kat (American Eel — Anguilla
rostrata).

The first step in this project
was to submit a proposal to the
Mi'kmaw Ethics Committec to
scck approval and carn the
respect  of  the  Mi'kmay
Nation. “The Mi’kmaw Ethics
Committee was appointed by
the Grand Council in 1999 to
establish a set of principles and
protocols that will protect the
integrity and cultural knowl-
edge of the Mi'kmaw Pcople™.
This commiltee’s objective is
to epsure any research involv-
ing the Mi'kmag would be
conducted in a manner respect-
ful to the Mi'kmaq People and
their culture, They also recom-
mend  any  information
collected remain in the hands
of the various Mi’kmaw com-
munities. Thus ensuring the
information would be used in a
manner that benefits the Mi’k-
maq Nation as a whole.
Presently anyone who enters a
Mi’kmaq community to study
or gather information regard-
ing the Mi'kmaq must first
submit a proposal outlining
their research plans and their
intentions to the Committee
prior to implementation.
Respecting  these principles
and protocols, the Paq’tnkek
Fish and Wildlife Society sub-
mitted a proposal describing

the Paq’tnkek Mi’kmaq and
Kat research project. Follow-
ing the committee’s review of
the proposal, authorization was
received in November 2001 to
begin the project.

With approval in hand, our
next step was to develop a sur-
vey aimed at gathering and
documenting each Paq’tnkek
household’s knowledge
regarding the past and present
fishing practices and use of
Kat. In order to accomplish
this task in a household setting,
it was decided our survey
should resemble a census-type
questionnaire. Such a ques-
tionnaire could be conducted
in a respectable and effective
manner taking into account
each household occupant’s
knowledge and experiences. A
copy of the survey is available
at - www.stfx.ca/research/
srsf/ResearchResources.

Prior to beginning the sur-
vey, our  community’s
requirements needed to be con-
sidered. We had to ensure the
surveyors would be able to
meet the needsof our commu-

nity’s  participants.  For
instance, in order to accommo-
date  our  community’s

Mi’kmaq-speaking people, the
surveyors should be bilingual
in Mi’kmaq and English. This
would provide each participant
with the option of communi-
cating in the language of their
choice. In tumn, the participant
would be better able to
describe any details concern-
ing their knowledge and
expericnces. We also felt the
interviewers should have prior
experience in conducting inter-
views/surveys. This  would
cnsure a high level of comfort
and a sense of open communi-
cation between all involved.
The survéyors should also
express a keen interest in the
research, thus encouraging par-
ticipation. Paq’tnkek band
members Mary Catherine Laf-
ford and Delores Paul satisfied
all of these conditions and
were cngaged as surveyors.
Their efficiency and past expe-
riences definitely contributed
to the high 95% participation
rate in our study, with 93 of the
98 available houscholds taking
part. This is an outstanding
level of participation, indicat-
ing the interest of the
community in the study as well
as reflecting the diligence of
the interviewers in their pursuit
and conduct of the interviews.

Results of our findings
revealed some interesting pat-
terns regarding the state of the
cultural relationship between
the Pag’tnkek Mi'kmaq and
Kat . Farst of all, 80 persons,
26.1% of the Paq’tnkek ‘on
reserve’ community reported
that they either currently fish
or, in the past, have fished for

American Eel. Of these, 53 are
men (66.2%) and 27 are
women (33.8%). This indicates
that although a dominantly
male activity, women were
quite heavily involved in eel
fishery. Further analysis
reveals that the women’s par-
ticipation in eel fishing has
declined more rapidly than
men in past years. When asked
if an individual went fishing
within the past year, twenty-
two percent of the men, but not
one women reported fishing
for eel. In addition, women
mentioned they primarily
fished during the winter as
opposed to fishing in both sea-
sons or in the summer.
Another significant finding
involved the rate of eel con-
sumption among the Paq’tnkek
‘on reserve’ population. In gen-
eral, just over fifty-four percent
of alt household members sur-
veyed (169 of 312 persons)
reported having eaten eel, with
men (56.1%) being slightly
more likely to eat eel than
women (52.2%). Out of these
percentages, only 31% of the
men and 25% of the women
reported eating eel within the
last year with a personal pref-
erence for winter-caught eels.

Also observed within this pat- .

tern, females or males over the
age of 27 years reported eating
eel. For those younger than 27
years of age the rate of con-
sumption declines remarkably.
When the rates of consumption
and fishing of cel were com-
pared, the numbers of those
reporting having eaten eel,
contrasted with the much
smaller number specified as
fishing or having fished eel.
This demonstrates that ecl has
been distributed widely, by
those who catch it, within the
Pag’tnkek community.

The past and present rela-
tionship between the
Pag’ntkek Mi’kmaq and a
resource such as Kat is very
dependent upon the availability
and access to the resource.
There are many influential

changes that have impacted the -

way of life for the Paq’'ntkek
Mi’kmaq. Some of these con-
tributing  factors may be
changing government policies,
court cases, impacts of com-
peting fisheries, environmental
changes, global impacts on cli-
mate change, etc. Therefore,
the Pag’tnkek cuijtural prac-
tices and relationship to Kat
would have become suscepti-
ble to decline and loss over
time.

This is an area of great con-
cern  for the Paq’tnkek
community. Demographics of
the Paq’tnkek community indi-
cate there is a wide gap
between the youth and senior
population of this community.
Such a gap has already inter-

fered with the passing down of
knowledge from one genera-
tion to the next as evident in
our study. The survey results
has enabled our community to
begin to understand the impor-
tance of the cultural
relationship between the Mi’k-
maq and Kat and the need to
preserve it. The community
can now begin to understand
why there is a cultural decline
and take steps to sustain and
preserve this rich cultural rela-
tionship.

To assist with this process,
the Paq’tnkek Fish and
Wildlife Socicty (PFWS) is
planning to further investigate
this cultural relationship by
interviewing in depth the indi-
vidual(s) who received the
most mentions as knowing a
lot about fishing and/or cook-
ing Kat in our survey. Itis very
important for communities to
address these types of concerns
in order for all of the Mi’kmagq
nation to understand for our-
selves and to one day become
masters of own destiny. The
individuals who will be taking
the lead role in Phase II of our
project will be the major con-
tributors to the preservation of
our culture. © )
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Open to Youth in Grades 7 -

The Aboriginal Youth Camp is an exciting and dynamic venture
that will provide plenty of exciting opportunities. The Aboriginal
Youth Camp will provide opportunities to meet people, explore
your imagination and engage in exciting entrepreneur, leadership
and technological activities.

The summer has arrived, the Aboriginal Youth Camp is your
opportunity to have a fun filled week with plenty to do. It’s a
learning vacation.

The Aboriginal Youth Camp will be held on the Campus of
University College of Cape Breton.

We have a room waiting,

Last winter, Kerry Prosper took his daughters, Jaden
and Lenora Prosper on a winter eel fishing expedition
on Pomquet harbour. Pictured above is one of his
daughters Jaden holding an eel he speared that day.
This is the creation of his children’s first memories of
eel fishing. This demonstrates the act of passing down
knowledge to the next generation further preserving the
cultural relationship of the Pag’tnkek Mi’kmaq and
Kat. It also emphasises the cultural importance of the

" past and present traditional use of Pomquet harbour by

the Pag’tnkek Mi’kmagq.

July 13 - 18, 2003
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9 for the 2003 - 2004 School year.

Call: Selena Marsa or Nadia Denny
at (902) 379-2705

Deadline: July 8th, 2003

Jus on! |



