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L. Jane McMillan

Research Relevance, Issues and Foci

The explosive decision in R. v. Marshall, 1999 affirmed Mi’kmagq treaty rights within the
meaning of s. 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982. The Marshall decision has significantly influenced the
relationships between Mi’kmagq and all levels of government and the larger society. Its consequences for
community capacity building are even more remarkable. The decision is enabling the Mi’kmaq to specify
their legal, economic and social cultures in ways intended to facilitate the full implementation of their
treaty rights and sustainable community development (Clairmont and McMillan 2006). The time and
resources spent on defending those rights in the past are now focused on the processes of applying those
rights within discourses of responsibility and local empowerment (Battiste 2000, McCallum 2006,
McEvoy 2006, Bankes 2006, Chartrand 2006). Negotiation is a key discourse in Mi’kmagq country these
days, as is kwilmuk Maw-klusuagn (“we are looking for consensus™), the strategy framing Mi’kmagq
politics and policy development seated within the Mi’kmagq ways of life. These are processes where the -
concept of Netukulimk is situated as a central cultural frame organizing holistic resource usage according
to Mi’kmagq worldviews, and which frame concerns about conservation, cosmology, access, and _
commerciality (UINR 2006). The purpose of this research is to document and analyse these processes in
order to contribute to claims negotiations, treaty interpretation and the building of autonomous,
independently sustainable First Nations communities (Borrows 2002, Monture 1999, Miller 2001, McNeil
2001). This research examines the cultural relatedness of Mi’kmagq natural resource use strategies, as they
present an alternative approach to resource management and use. It also aims to contribute to local
empowerment, cultural protection and revitalization, and capacity building in Mi’kmaq communities.

In collaboration with the Canada Research Chair in Indigenous Peoples and Sustainable
Communities, this program of research investigates Mi’kmagq strategies to implement treaty rights and
relations and expand social capital. The analytical focus examines the creative processes of consultation
and the plans the Mi’kmagq decide upon to establish and maintain sustainable community growth. The
primary research question delineates how these processes are configured within Mi’kmag value systems
and how are they translated into legitimate actions within Mi’kmag ecological knowledge, governance,
jurisprudence and sociocultural perceptions and practices. The complementary question considers
intergovernmental accountability between the legislature and Indigenous communities. The analytical
framework examines emerging processes of heightened Mi’kmagq cultural productivity as people construct
means for identifying with or against elements of culture, which translate onto ideas and practices of
social regulation and the challenges of implementing communal rights in diverse communities.

The proposed research will work with the Mi’kmagq concept of Netukulimk through study of
Mi’kmaq knowledge, culture, capacity and empowerment strategies, particularly as the Mi’kmagq take
control over the economic, political, and juridical aspects of hunting and fishing. The research offers the
prospect of contributing to an understanding of relations with and respect for ecosystems that will assist in
. developing new approaches to achieving sustainable ecosystem stewardship and natural resource use. The -
Mi’kmagq worldviews and practices, as encapsulated in the Netukulimk concept offer important alternatives
for resource management. Netukulimk embodies Mi’kmaq methods of resource harvesting without
jeopardizing the integrity, diversity or productivity of their environment (NCNS 1993). Thus, a
revitalization of Netutklimk, coupled with consensus seeking processes in Mi’kmag rights initiatives,
marks for the Mi’kmaq a critical cultural touchstone for framing and articulating resource management
within their communities and partnerships. This research is centred on community empowerment,
sustainable development, and capacity building (Battiste and Henderson 2000, Blaser, Feit, McRae 2004,
Menzies 2006). -

The research builds, in part, on the successes of the Paq’tnkek Fish and Wildlife Society (PFWS)
with Social Research for Sustainable Fisheries (SRSF) research partnership. This partnership developed

11



L. Jane McMillan

and employed a two-step research design and methodology for the purpose of documenting Paq’tnkek
Mi’kmagq relations with, knowledge, and use of American Eel (K’at [pronounced ka:taq]) within several
Northeastern Nova Scotian estuaries and watersheds (www.stfx.ca/research/srsf). This research
demonstrates the rich and diverse cultural relation that exists between the Paq’tnkek Mi’kmaq and K’at.
The results from this research are widely disseminated through conferences (Davis et. al. 2003; Prosper et.
al., 2004, 2005), research publications (Davis et. al. 2004), First Nations and fishing industry trade
publications (Paulette and Prosper 2004; Paulette, Prosper and Davis 2004; Prosper and Paulette 2003a;
and Prosper and Paulette 2003b), preliminary research reports (Prosper and Paulette2001a; SRSF and
PFWS 2002), and SRSF Fact Sheets (Prosper and Paulette 2002a and 2002b).

Led by a PFWS-determined process, the partnership began its research by engaging with the
Mi’kmaw Ethics Committee in the review of proposed research. The Committee completed its
assessments and provided its formal approval (22/11/01), thereby enabling the research to begin.
Throughout, the Committee’s advice and direction were respected through measures such as wide
distribution of research results and outcomes (within the Paq’tnkek First Nation, the Mi’kmaq First
Nation, and among non-Native fish harvesters). This research comprehensively and systematically
documents Paq’tnkek Mi’kmagq relations with K 'at and use relations within several estuaries and related
watersheds. This research has provided the PFWS and the Paq’tnkek Mi’kmaq with considerable research
capacity and a substantial resource respecting matters such as the preservation and communication of
cultural practices and understandings; provision of detailed and reliable documentation of historical
relations and practices; and rich traditional knowledge and use testimonials essential to future treaty
entitlement negotiations and settlements. These processes will be expanded in considering the operation of
Netukulimk with respect to moose, plants, and other resources. Building on this record, the research
proposes: 1) to deepen understanding of Mi’kmagq relations with and use of K ’at (eel), Tia’m (moose),
Jakej (lobster) and other key natural resources throughout Nova Scotia ; 2) to further develop and
demonstrate a results rich approach to organising and conducting social research that builds on and
respects Mi’kmagq determined consultative and inclusive processes; 3) to further develop stand-alone
research capacity within the Mi’kmaq First Nation; 4) to provide Mi’kmaq students and researchers with
capacity-building opportunities through participation in all aspects of the research process;5) to explore
the Mi’kmaq concept of Netukulimk as a cornerstone principle in a new approach to natural resources and
their use that begins respectful ecosystem stewardship; 6) to foster dialogue between Mi’kmaq and non-
native natural resource users and managers; 7) to contribute to the linkage between research and treaty
entitlement processes; and, 8) to develop learning modules for inclusion in elementary, high school and
university curricula. '

The program’s processes and goals are critical to a variety of immediate needs, needs ranging
from building research capacity and research-linked dialogues, through research inputs for treaty
negotiation and entitlements respecting access to and governance of natural resource use, to
documentation of cultural history, customary understandings, and practices of core importance to cultural
identity, affirmation, and learning. The proposed research further develops and employs research
processes that contribute to reliable documentation of cultural practices, traditional knowledge, and
relations respecting natural resources and ways of living. These attributes address the need specified by
Tobias (2000) for an approach that provides thorough and reliable land use and occupancy documentation.
The evidence gathered will intersect critically with treaty processes, dialogue with governments, and
public education. In short, the content, organisation, relationships, processes, and goals of this research A
embody in every respect the core objectives of SSHRC’s Strategic Program focus on Aboriginal Research.
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Summary of Proposed Research

The Paq’tnkek Fish and Wildlife Society (PFWS) partnership with Social Research for
Sustainable Fisheries (SRSF) developed a successful three step research design approach to documenting
Mi’kmagq relations with knowledge and use of K’ar (American eel) within several Northeastern Nova
Scotian estuaries and watersheds (www.stfx.ca/research/srsf). This research demonstrated the rich and
diverse cultural relation that has existed and that continues to exist. The research proposed here will
employ this successful research process to expand and deepen documentation of Mi’kmagq relations with
natural resources within the Mi’kmaq Nation. The research begins with community consultations, will
employ detailed interviewing and documentation, and will engage a collaborative community-referenced
research process wherein the richness of Mi’kmagq relations with K’at, Tia’m (moose), and Jakej (lobster),
for example, will animate the meanings of and prospects for the Mi’kmagq concept of Netukulimk, as a
cornerstone principle in developing new approaches to natural resource use and management.

The Supreme Court of Canada’s R. v. Marshall decision has transformed the conditions of First
Nations’ access to and participation in natural resource use. The Court’s commercial rights decision has
required that room be made for First Nation participation. The current practice for integrating First
Nations in commercial fisheries is largely designed and orchestrated by Fisheries and Oceans Canada. It
is a practice mainly concerned with maintaining the ways and means of the existing management regime.
Few have ever asked the Mi’kmaq people what they would prefer or propose regarding the exercise of
their treaty rights. Presently, the Mi’kmagq are consulting each other through Mi’kmaq rights initiatives
and the kwilmuk Maw-klusagn [KMK] ‘looking for consensus’ processes, as they establish a nation-wide
framework agreement on the approach to rights negotiations. This research holistically examines how this
approach to consultation draws out qualities of Mi’kmagq culture and perspectives that offer tremendous
promise for repositioning resource management, fishing and hunting practices, and natural resource use on
a more environmentally and culturally sustainable basis.

Many Mi’kmagq struggle to make a decent and satisfying living, while maintaining their ways of
life, language and culture. The deep and rich relations of the Mi’kmaq with land, sea, and air, live in the
heart of Mi’kmagq culture. Now, Mi’kmaq treaty rights have been affirmed. Great responsibilities come
with these rights. The Mi’kmaq idea of Netukulimk provides some guidance for uniquely Mi’kmaq
approaches to resource utilization and regulation, approaches that have the potential to frame sustainable
natural resource management. The concept of Netukulimk recognizes the interconnection of every animate
life form and inanimate object. Starting with the principles embedded in the Netukulimk concept, Mi’kmaq -
culture offers the opportunity to build from a ‘first principle’ commitment to ecosystem stewardship. Such
an approach would assure resource sustainability, strengthen Mi’kmagq culture, and contribute to achieving
satisfying livelihoods. It also offers a place where Mi’kmagq and non-Natives can meet to develop an
ecosystem stewardship approach as the first principle in resource management and livelihood
sustainability. This process must begin with building mutually respectful understandings of concerns,
preferences, and needs.

The proposed research will explore and animate the Netukulimk concept and its resource
management potentials through the case of Mi’kmaq relations with and use of natural resources. The
approach adopted is focused on further building Mi’kmagq stand-alone research capacity and providing
research learning opportunities for Mi’kmaq university and senior high school students. The
dissemination plan includes access to all research tools and outcomes through a project website,
communications through Mi’kmaq and First Nation media and policy papers, and preparing research
outcomes in learning modules for inclusion in high school and university curricula.
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Detailed Description and Context for the Research

The Supreme Court of Canada’s R. v. Marshall decision is permanently transforming the
commercial fisheries, as well as the conditions of First Nations’ access to and participation in natural
resource use. By establishing that the Mi’kmagq First Nation has treaty-based rights for participation in
commercial fisheries, the Court’s decision has required that room be made for First Nation participation.
This is being accomplished through Fisheries and Oceans buy-outs and redistribution to the various
Mi’kmaq communities of available licenses, quotas and capacity. These attributes and consequences of
the Court’s decision have deepened concerns among non-Native fish harvesters about their future in the
fisheries. They have also fueled suspicion, resentment, and conflict between the Mi’kmaq and non-
Natives with respect to other natural resources (Davis and Jentoft 2001, McGaw R. 2003).

The current practice for integrating First Nations in commercial fisheries is largely designed and
orchestrated by Fisheries and Oceans. It is a practice that has been most concerned with maintaining the
ways and means of its fisheries management regime, a regime that has overseen resource collapses,
fisheries moratoria, and tremendous dissatisfaction. The Mi’kmaq have been faced with ultimatums —
either exercise your treaty rights within this system as specified in signed fisheries agreements or face
arrest, interference, and years of expensive legal fights. With few resources to draw upon, facing high
levels on community unemployment, and under threat, it is not at all surprising that most Mi’kmaq leaders
have felt compelled to sign fisheries agreements.

Currently, the Mi’kmaq leadership are consulting with their people to determine what they would
either prefer or propose to do with regard to the exercise of their treaty right for participation in the
commercial fisheries and other forms of natural resource use such as the moose hunt. This sort of
consultation has excellent potential to draw out qualities of Mi’kmaq culture and perspectives, that offer
tremendous promise for repositioning natural resource management, practices, and uses on a more
environmentally sustainable and culturally meaningful basis than is currently the case, and is elemental in
moving toward self-determination and self-governance (Alfred 1999, 2005, Boxberger 1989, Hosmer
1999, Niezen 2003, Warry 1998).

Of course, Donald Marshall Jr. was fishing eel commercially when he was charged by DFO
officers. This was no coincidence. K ’af received little regulatory and resource management attention. At
that time of little commercial interest, eel was one fish that had been basically left to the Mi’kmaq and
others to harvest where and when they felt inclined (McMillan 1995). Harvesting eel to barter, among
other things, is specifically noted by the Supreme Court as one of the activities embedded in the treaties
that establishes the legal basis of the Mi’kmagq right to participate in commercial fisheries for livelihood
purposes (Wicken 2002). Obviously, the Mi’kmaq have a long history of harvesting and using American
eel and various marine and terrestrial resources (Leavitt 1995, Marshall 1997, and Prins 1996), It is
certainly curious that these qualities seem to have been ignored in the debates and discussions of Mi’kmagq
commercial fishing treaty entitlements (Coates 2003, Davis and Jentoft 2001, McGaw 2003).

In part to remedy this, over the last few years, the Paq’tnkek Fish and Wildlife Society (PFWS)
and Social Research for Sustainable Fisheries (SRSF), through a research partnership, have been _
documenting Mi’kmagq relations with and use of American Eel (K at [pronounced ka:taq] in the Mi’kmaq
language). Building on the success of this partnership, our studies are concerned with understanding ways
in which the Mi’kmaq people and their culture view and interact with life forms such as the eel and

14



L. Jane McMillan

moose. It is hoped that understandings of the Mi’kmaq and their culture will be improved, and that the
potential contributions of the Mi’kmagq to repositioning fisheries and other resource management
opportunities in the interests of all will be made clear (Davis et. al. 2004, Prosper and Paulette 2002b,
SRSF-PFWS 2002). The research has also been designed and conducted to address issues respecting the
practical and applied attributes of social science and anthropological research (Asch 2001).

For thousands of years, the Mi'kmaq have shared a long spiritual and cultural relationship with
K’at. K’at have provided the Mi'kmagq with a variety of benefits, while in Mi’kmagq culture X at have
become associated with spiritual meanings. For the Mi’kmagq, K af as food has been especially important.
The importance of eel has rested in the fact that it is a high quality food accessible during times of food
shortage, such as the winter. In these sorts of conditions, K ’at has been drawn on as a food cache
(Confederacy of Mainland Mi’kmaq and Robert S. Peabody Museum of Anthropology 2001). In order to
explore Mi’kmagq relations with eel, the past and present usage of K ’at among the Paq’tnkek First Nation
Mi’kmaq in Northeastern Nova Scotia has been documented (Prosper et. al. 2004). The results from this
research have been disseminated through a variety of means in community, research, and industry settings
(Paulette and Prosper 2002, 2004; Paulette, Prosper and Davis 2004; Prosper and Paulette 2002a, 2002b;
Prosper and Paulette 2003a, 2003b; SRSF and PFWS 2002). For the Mi'kmag, K ‘at has always been there
during good times and bad, and often has been critical during food shortages. Many rivers contain the
remnants of stone weirs constructed for the purpose of catching eels and other fish (Leavitt 1995,
Prins1996, Smith and Wintemberg 1973). Eel has been described as one of the Mi'kmagq's favorite catches
and was sometimes eaten raw or hung to be dried for later use (Denys 1908). Frequently, K ar has gotten
the Mi'kmaq people through the hardest times of the year. Maybe this is why K af plays a ceremonial role
in various traditions and is offered as a gift to the Creator (Holmes-Whitehead 1988, Marshall 1997). The
Mi'kmaq knew eels were likely available when there was nothing else to eat. For instance, a 19 -century
Indian Agent reported having “...found four orphan children who were unable to rise for the want of food
- whole families were subsisting upon wild roots and eels...” (Paul 2003:C2).

Many Mi’kmagq struggle to make a decent and satisfying living, while maintaining their ways of
life, language and culture. The deep and rich relation of the Mi’kmaq with traditional food sources
illustrates important qualities of the peoples’ connections with nature and the gifts of the Creator. These
qualities live in the heart of Mi’kmagq culture. The apparent decline in eel fishing and moose hunting and
consumption among the young is troubling (SRSF and PFWS 2002). It foretells of a situation in which
important cultural knowledge and practices may no longer be passed from elders to younger community
members. Yet, it is not too late to recognize the important matters shown through Mi’kmagq relations with
K’at, Tia’m and Jakej. Now, with the Court’s ruling, Mi’kmagq treaty rights have been affirmed. Great
responsibilities come with these rights. The Mi’kmagq idea of Netukulimk provides some guidance for a
uniquely Mi’kmagq approach, one that has the potential to guide the development of new approaches to
fisheries management. The concept of Netukulimk recognizes the interconnection of every animate life
form and inanimate object. Starting with the principles embedded in the Nefukulimk concept, Mi’kmaq
culture offers the opportunity to build resource management from a “first principle’ commitment to
ecosystem stewardship. Such an approach would assure resource sustainability, strengthen Mi’kmagq
culture, and contribute to achieving satisfying livelihoods. It also offers a basis on which Mi’kmaq and
non-Natives can meet and form alliances dedicated to developing an ecosystem stewardship approach as
the first principle in fisheries management and livelihood sustainability. This process must begin with
building mutually respectful understandings of concerns, preferences, and needs.
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Research Design and Methodology

, The research completed to date has documented, systematically and thoroughly, the Paq’tnkek
Mi’kmagq’s relations with K ’at. The proposed research will achieve a similar outcome, respecting
Mi’kmaq relations throughout Mi’kmaq country with Nefukulimk by focusing information gathering on
non-Paq’tnkek area sites already identified during previous research as important among the Mi’kmagq for
harvesting. A cluster of non-Paq’tnkek resident Mi’kmaq has also already been identified through the
previous research process as particularly knowledgeable about matters, such as harvesting and cultural
uses of and meanings associated with the concept of Netukulimk in eel and moose procurement. This list
of potential key informants will be augmented through a series of meetings and consultations with the
non-Paq’tnkek Mi’kmaq communities. Following consultation with and approval from the Mi’kmaw
Ethics Committee, the proposed research will begin by completing interviews with these respected key
informants, concerning their expenences with and knowledge of harvesting and use of X at, Tia’m and
Jakej within non-Paq’tnkek region sites. These interviews will be conducted by a two-person team within
the informant’s household. Most, if not all, of the interviews will invite all household members present to
participate. At least one of the team members will be conversant in and trained to conduct the interview in
Mi’kmag, if desired by the informants. All interviews will be guided by an interview schedule and taped,
after permission has been granted and a consent form signed. Where possible, nautical charts and
topographical maps will be used for the purposes of recording information, such as where persons fish and
hunt, experiences associated with each location, and observations and thoughts about each location’s
ecology. Through the course of these interviews, the persons participating will be asked to name others
within the Mi’kmagq First Nation whom they consider to be especially knowledgeable. The second round
of interviewing will focus on documenting the knowledge and experiences of the persons named.
Similarly, those interviewed during the second round will be asked to identify other persons whom they
consider to be knowledgeable about Netukulimk. Interviews will continue throughout the first two years
of the proposed research, until both the persons named as knowledgeable begin to be repeated frequently
and the information gathered on specific geographical locations, experiences, and understandings of
cultural meanings is also established as repeating. Once these measures of ‘information saturation’ have
been achieved, the interview documentation phase of the research focusing on Netukulimk will be drawn
to a close. This research design and methodology will enable the research team to establish with the
confidence that the results of the research are comprehensive and reliable representations of past and
current Mi’kmagq relations with and knowledge of K at, Tia’m and Jakej.

These attributes of the proposed research are critical to representing a comprehensive
understanding the Mi’kmagq cultural meanings associated with hunting and fishing. They are also vital to
documenting the manner in which Mi’kmagq relations with and knowledge/use of natural resources
represent and intersect with the concept of Netukulimk. This thorough study of the culturally sourced
understandings and practices associated with contemporary resource use will demonstrate and provide rich
insight respecting Netukulimk. Netukulimk, in turn, will be explored as a first principle in developing a
substantively new approach to imbedding ecosystem stewardship within natural resource management
initiatives dedicated to achieving environmental and livelihood sustainability.

In providing the Mi’kmaq First Nation with a richly and reliably documented record of Mi’kmagq
K at, Tia’m and Jakej harvesting and use practices, this research will contribute substantially to
establishing a basis for management entitlements and resource self-governance proposals concerning the
regulation of activities. These attributes address the need specified by Tobias (2000) for an approach that
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provides thorough and reliable land use and occupancy documentation. Located with reference to the
Netukulimk concept, these proposals and initiatives offer tremendous potential to develop a Mi’kmag-
sourced and -led natural resource management initiative that holds the promise of meaningfully enhancing
ecosystem and livelihood sustainability. This outcome speaks to the concerns and interests of Mi’kmaq
and non-Natives alike, given the urgency for substantially new, ecosystem-based, approaches to natural
resource management.

This work also builds previous research conducted by the principal investigator that examined
the principles and uses of Mi’kmaq folk law, and chronicled the concepts, symbols, and methods of
Mi’kmagq jurisprudence from early contact, through colonization, to the present. The main thrust of this
research examined legal consciousness as sites of struggle and as articulations of Mi’kmaq identity
through an investigation of the local lived law ways of the Mi’kmagq. Social constructions of legal
consciousness, referring to how people come to think about, understand, create, and act upon, formal and
informal laws that define social relations in everyday life, were examined using field-based ethnographic
methodology. Research indicates the Mi’kmaq have competing legal discourses ranging from the utility of
pre-contact social order traditions, to sophisticated power struggles over protecting identity and treaty
rights, to questions about the validity of distinct and separate justice systems in fulfilling the goals of self
governance. The study of consciousness construction helps delineate matters of community solidarity and
dissent. These discourses are framed in concepts such as authenticity, continuity, tradition, cultural
appropriateness, distinctiveness, community empowerment, harmony, forgiveness, and healing.
Additionally, the concepts and the discourses framing and articulated as Mi’kmaq legal consciousness
provide insight into the impacts of colonization on Mi’kmagq culture and contemporary responses to those
experiences. The stories told by the Mi’kmagq participants in this research illuminate all manners of
conformity, contest, and resistance as they combat the alienation and marginalization of their culture
within and between their communities and the larger Canadian society. The constitutions of legal
consciousness are historically situated, fluid and dynamic processes, often contested, within and between
societies, as individuals and collectivities give meanings to their juridical experiences and beliefs, and thus
provide information for analysis of the sources of solidarity, crisis, conflict and contradiction within the
production of Mi’kmagq culture. Tracing these cultural productions assists in the development of
meaningful jurisprudence in Mi’kmagq country in this current project examining Netukulimk and resource
management, regulation and community empowerment.

Work Plan
Periods| Year 1 Year2 ) Year 3
Winter | Refine and revise research design Begin recruitment for graduate Begin recruitment for graduate

Months

and tools;

Begin recruitment for graduate
and undergraduate students;
Develop research proposal for
Submission to the Mi’kmaw
Ethics Committee (MEC); and,
Begin information sessions
within

NS Mi’kmaq communities;

Establish project website

and undergraduate students;
Begin information sessions within
NB and PEI Mi’kmaq
communities;

Continue NS results analysis

and dissemination

Begin learning module design and
development

and undergraduate students;
Continue with the interviews
remaining;

Continue results analysis and
dissemination;

Test run learning modules in senior|
high school and university settings
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Preparation of preliminary report
Presentation of results in
Mi’kmaq

community workshops;
Preparation of documents for
wider dissemination

Spring | Once MEC approval is achieved,| Expand consultations with Complete remaining interviews;
Months | initiate consultations with NS Mi’kmaq communities; Recruit high school seniors;
Mi’kmaq communities; Initiate contact with known Train student assistants;
Initiate contact with known harvesters and users; Complete secondary documents
harvesters and users; Recruit high school seniors; research; ‘
Recruit high school seniors; Train student assistants Begin integration of all
Train student assistants Information
Summe; Initiate research team interviews | Complete research team interviews| Complete interviewing early
Months| In NS; Continue secondary summer;
Initiate secondary documents/data Complete secondary documents
documents/data research; research;
research; Transcribe interviews as Transcribe interviews as
Transcribe interviews as completed; completed; _
completed Continue with learning module Continue information integration;
design and development Begin preparation of a final report
and monograph;
Complete learning modules
Fall Preparation and analysis of Preparation and analysis of results; | Presentation of results in Mi’kmaq
Months| results; Preparation of preliminary report; | community workshops;

Presentation of results in Mi’kmaq
community workshops;
Preparation of documents for
wider dissemination

Preparation of documents for
wider dissemination
Preparation of a project CD;
Develop cultural exchange progran
with Monash University, Australia

Knowledge Mobilization/Dissemination Plans

This research group has an established collaborative track record respecting the timely

dissemination of research results within as diverse a body of settings as possible. The approach adopted
for the proposed program will differ, from other research, in so far as we intend to engage from the outset
our work and its results more thoroughly within Mi’kmaq community settings through meetings and
consultations. We also plan on deepening our relationship with the Mi’kmaw Ethics Committee. Through
this relationship, we hope to contribute to understanding within the Mi’kmagq First Nation of the need to
require formal ethics reviews and the development of formal research protocols for all research activities.
We consider these to be essential knowledge mobilization activities and we will employ the Canada
Research Chair in Indigenous Peoples and Sustainable Communities and its associated ethnographic
research lab at St. Francis Xavier University to facilitate analyses and dissemination.

A research project website will be designed and launched within the first months following a
positive adjudication decision. All project material will be mounted and archived within the website, and,
thereby, continually accessible to researchers, the Mi’kmaq community, and the broader public. As
research results become available, thematically focused pieces will be developed for publication in
Mi’kmaq community, First Nation, and other print media outlets. Preliminary research reports and project
fact sheets for wide dissemination will also be continuously prepared and distributed. If resources permit,
we will attempt to assure that most households within the involved Mi’kmaq communities receive copies
of all printed materials. Workshops and meetings will be held, first, within the involved Mi’kmaq
communities for the purposes of releasing and discussing research results. The results will also be
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prepared for presentation at academic research, First Nations, and community capacity-building meetings.
Of course, results will also be prepared for publication in academic research journals, with the prospect of -
developing a book-length monograph from the results, as well as the process and experiences.

The research group also plans on developing the results into ‘variable degrees of complexity’
learning modules for use within primary and secondary school settings such as Mi’kmagq studies and
Oceans programmes, as well as in university course curricula. A curriculum translation and development
expert has joined the collaboration for the singular purpose of working from the outset on translating
research outcomes into effective public school and university curricula. Using a constructivist
pedagogical approach (Clemons, 2006), students will participate in authentic learning using democratic
principles, such as decision-making, dialogue, collaboration and critical reflection, as they identify and.
problem-solving community issues in partnership with community members (V illegas & Lucas, 2002).
Partnerships will develop as youths work with community members toward the stewardship and
sustainability of their environment. Localized curriculum modules will be developed using the Universal
Design for Learning (UDL). This design is based on a curriculum framework that supports the needs of
diverse learners by providing multiple means of a) representation of information, b) expression of
knowledge and c) student engagement (Rose, Meyer, & Hitchcock, 2005). Learning will become
contextualized, meaningful and relevant as students observe phenomena, collect data, report findings and
work in partnership with elders and local knowledge experts. Local knowledge will be translated into
curricula that foster an appreciation of Mi’kmagq traditions, treaties, and culture. The First Nations youth
will become empowered as they solve real-life, bioregional issues in a manner that fosters civic
engagement and promotes sustainable community development. Finally, we think it critical that the results
be communicated purposively both to non-Native natural resource user groups and to government settings.
To this end, the team will develop and present ‘briefing’ documents within First Nation, industry,
management and policy settings.

This research will lead to an international collaborative research project. Two of the researchers
in this project are eel fishers in the Mi’kmagq fishery and one was an original litigant in R. v.Marshall.
These experiences set a solid foundation for future cooperative work with the Social Research for
Sustainable Fisheries, Aquatic Resources, Paqtnkek Fish and Wildlife Commission, as well as future
relations with Unama’ki Institute of Natural Resources, Eskasoni, Nova Scotia. Such joint initiatives
lend themselves to international cultural exchange programs. The principal investigator is currently in
negotiations with the Director of the Centre for Australian Indigenous Studies, Monash University,
Australia, Dr. Lynette Russell, and Dr. Ian McNiven to establish a cultural exchange program between
Mi’kmagq eel fishers and Aboriginal eel fishers of the Darumbal Noolar Murree, Australia. The
Netukulimk research will assist in analysing comparative perspectives on significant natural resource
management, and economic, social and cultural issues internationally. As a regular attendee at
international conferences the principal investigator intends to develop a working group in Indigenous
Resource Issues for the Program of International Research Collaboration (PIRC) as part of the Law and
Society Association where the findings from this research will be examined and further international
networks advanced. This is particularly timely research as it offers significant training opportunities, new
research partnerships and strategies and increases awareness of the contributions of Aboriginal peoples
in Canada and abroad.
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Description of the Team

L. Jane McMillan (Principal Investigator) is the Canada Research Chair in Indigenous Peoples and
Sustainable Communities in the Department of Anthropology at StFX and Director of the Ethnographic
Research Lab. For more than 15 years, she has worked with Mi’kmagq First Nations on sociocultural
issues, including governance, ethnohistory, resource management and justice. Her monograph entitled
“Koggwaja’ltimk: Mi’kmagq Legal Consciousness™ is a historically situated ethnographic study of early
contact justice, the impact of colonization on such constructs, and an analysis of contemporary Mi’kmaq
legal ideologies, practices, and the challenges of socio-legal capacity building. McMillan was one of the
original litigants in the case that led to the Supreme Court of Canada Marshall Decision. She will lead the
development of the collaboration’s concern with exploring and operationalizing Netukulimk, particularly
with respect to Mi’kmagq legal and policy interests and implications. Anthony Davis (Co-applicant).
Recently appointed as Associate Vice-President (Research) at Mount St. Vincent University (September 1,
2004), Davis directed SRSF, community-university research alliance (CURA) (www.stfx.ca/research/srsf
http://faculty. msvu.ca/stsf). The SRSF partnership mobilised research capacity within an alliance of
Mi’kmaq and non-Native marine harvesting community organisations and university-seated social ‘
researchers. This capacity was developed, in part, through ‘hands on’ experiences in all facets of research
projects, including the preparation and dissemination of results. Davis has worked in partnership with the
PFWS throughout all aspects of the K ’ar focused research. Davis will play a key role in developing
additional features of the research design and methodology, in training students to participate in all facets
of the research, in conducting team interviews and participating in additional information gathering, and in
research results preparation and dissemination. Kerry Prosper (Co-applicant) — Currently Director of the
PFWS and Councillor with the Paq’tnkek First Nation, Prosper has played a central role in the design and
conduct of the Paq’tnkek K ’af research. He has contributed substantially to the design and development of
formal interview schedules, to the conduct of interviews, and to the preparation of results for
dissemination. Among Prosper’s roles will be leading the development of consultations within Mi’kmaq
communities, recruitment of student researchers, participation in interviews, information analyses, and
research results preparation and dissemination. He will be responsible for assuring that the research
outcomes, including primary information, are housed within the appropriate Mi’kmaq First Nation sites
and available for educational, entitlement (legal) and cultural purposes. Christina E. Paul (Co-applicant).
Ms. Paul is a member of the Maliseet St. Mary’s First Nation. She is the First Nations Project Coordinator
at the Coady International Institute, StFX. She heads the First Nations at —sea mentoring initiative which
works in partnership with First Nation’s communities to develop the technical skills of Aboriginal fishers
working in the Maritime commercial fishing industry. Mary Jane Paulette (Co-Applicant). Ms. Paulette
is Senior Researcher with PFWS, and participated in all aspects of the SRSF-linked research and research
communications. Currently completing her Bachelor of Education degree, Ms. Paulette provides critical
expertise respecting the translation of research outcomes into learning modules for incorporation within
public school and university curricula. Mary Jane Harkins (Co-applicant): Harkins brings an extensive
background in curriculum design, especially in the area of supporting learners with exceptionalities
including the integration of technology and assistive technology to increase the participation of all learners
with diverse need. She studied with Dr. Thomas Hehir, Director of the School Leadership at the Harvard
Graduate School of Education, and Dr. David Rose, the Chief Cognitive Neuroscientist for Cognition and
Learning at the Center for Applied Special Technology (CAST). Harkins also has extensive experience as
a coordinator for both qualitative and quantitative study grants including literacy and youth initiatives,
such as the Gulf of Maine Institute Without Walls (GMIWW), under the guidance of a First Nations’
Spiritual Leader. Harkins will lead the curricula knowledge translation initiative in collaboration with the
Mi’kmaq team, particularly with Mary Jane Paulette.
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Training and/or Role of Students

While St. Francis Xavier is largely an undergraduate university, it is our hope to attract many
First Nation students to the programs offered therein. The proposed program of research offers
undergraduate students significant opportunities to participate in this unique research programs and to
collaborate on conference presentations and published papers. These experiences will help students excel
in graduate programs. The ethnographic field school will engage scholars in Indigenous studies in
collaborative participatory action research with First Nation communities across Atlantic Canada. The
field school promises to develop sustainable collaborative research networks between First Nation
interests and St. Francis Xavier University, and improve the recruitment and retention of Aboriginal
students with the goal of training them to conduct research meaningful to their communities. The field
school will develop skills and capacities using the traditional wisdom and knowledge as generated by the
communities in the planning and execution of all activities and events, and ensuring a respectful
relationship between the University and First Nations, in which the communities may exercise some
degree of control over the knowledge base resulting from the collaborative research.

Using the Canada Research Chair in Indigenous Peoples and Sustainable Communities and its
ethnographic research lab as the training locus, to the extent possible, all student research positions will be
filled by First Nations persons. The plan is to engage one graduate student, two undergraduates and two
senior grade high school students during most years of the proposed research. This plan reflects the
recognition and commitment by the research team to employ every means possible to build First Nations
research capacity and expertise, being with senior high school students. The team recognises that student
recruitment may be a challenge, particularly at the graduate level. For instance, Maritime Canada does not
house within its universities a Native or Aboriginal studies programme that trains social research graduate
students. However, the team intends to recruit regionally and, if need be, nationally, to enable graduate
student participation. The team considers the inclusion of senior high school students to be an essential
step in fostering knowledge of and enthusiasm for research and scholarship. Such ‘hands on’ experiences
are significant in making decisions to further pursue formal learning opportunities within university or
college settings.

The graduate and undergraduate students will be trained in all facets of the project’s research
design and methodology. They will participate as full team members in the interview processes. They
will learn to use qualitative data analytical software, such as Atlas-ti and be involved centrally in the
analyses of information gathered, as well as in the development and presentation of results. Preferably,
the university students will use research outcomes within degree-required papers and/or theses. The
senior high school students, under the direct guidance of the graduate student, will be trained to participate
in library, archival, and government document research. They will participate as observers and note-
takers in research design workshops and community consultations, with the requirement that they prepare
their notes for presentation to the research team. When possible and practical, these students will be
provided with opportunities to participate in interviews and preparation of results. These students will
also be asked to participate in the design and to develop research results for delivery as educational
modules within public school settings.

In sum, the proposed research will provide as many as five students per year with a diverse and
rich learning social research experience. The qualities of the experiences anticipated are such that they
will build research know-how, and hopefully contribute to aspirations for and success in further formal
educational attainment.
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Previous and Ongoing Research Results

The Canada Research Chair in Indigenous Peoples and Sustainable Communities awarded to
McMillan (2006) examines the intersections of Indigenous knowledge, strategies for implementing treaty
and aboriginal rights, and sustainable community development in Mi’kmaq country. The program of
research investigates social change, social processes and social conflicts relating to the communal
structures and relationships emerging from the Supreme Court of Canada decision in R. v.Marshall
[1999], which affirmed Mi’kmagq treaty rights. The Mi’kmagq are determining value systems and codes of
conduct to help regenerate distinctive cultural identities in neoteric contexts to increase social cohesion in
a period of rapid change and to assist in the management of their new relations with each other, their
resources and the larger society. The negotiation processes and the management of new relations are
integral to the sustainable success of self-governance, economic independence and social justice. The
empowerment of Mi’kmaq communities is imperative for the creation of negotiated settlements, that are in
the best interests of the cultural health of communities and will break negative cycles of colonial
dependency and degradation. These are processes that will be repeated across the country, as treaty and
land claims are settled in other Indigenous communities. “Seeking Netutklimk: Mi’kmaq Knowledge,
Culture, Capacity and Empowerment” is an integral piece of the CRC research program.

The Indigenous Peoples and Sustainable Communities Collaborative Ethnographic Research Lab
is a home to the data analysis of the CRC and a training centre for ethnographic field projects. It is located
in the heart of Mi’kmagq country. The facility serves as a gathering place for Indigenous peoples and others
to express and exchange knowledge, to conduct interviews, hold workshops and seminars, and conduct
data compilation, viewing and storage. Associated with the lab is a mobile unit, which enhances the ability
of researchers, students and community members to sustain access to each other and the university. It
operates as an additional field site, where the conversations and activities occurring in transit to
interviews, workshops and presentation are part of the ethnographic experience of knowledge and cultural
exchange, and contributes to easing the transition toward full collaboration and reciprocal access, allowing
for increased recruitment and retention of students and research participants. In addition, the lab has
computer, video and audio recording and transcribing capacity.

McMillan has received a research stipend of $3,000 from St. Francis Xavier University Council
for Research to conduct archival research on Mi’kmaq moose hunting (awarded December 2006).

In November 2006, McMillan completed an extensive evaluation of the Mi’kmaq Legal Support
Network in collaboration with Don Clairmont, director of the Atlantic Criminology Institute, Dalhousie
University. The research findings were reported to the Mi’kmagq Tripartite Committee for Justice, as well
as the larger Tripartite Forum, which includes representatives from Mi’kmagq, federal and provincial
governments. Resulting from this research is an ongoing relation between McMillan and the Tripartite
Forum which may be utilized to disseminate the research results of this project. The manuscript of the
research will be published by the Department of Justice, Ottawa: Queen’s Press 2007 and posted on their
website.

The PFWS and SRSF partnership provided Davis and Prosper with the opportunity and the
means to develop a results-rich, research-focused relationship. This relationship has matured through the
course of developing and conducting researched focused on documenting Paq’tnkek Mi’kmaq traditional
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knowledge about and use of K’at. As noted earlier, the information generated through this research
partnership has been disseminated to every household within the Paq’tnkek First Nation, as well as
throughout the Mi’kmagq First Nation. Thus far, the partnership has produced and distributed one major
research report, one background document, and two SRSF Fact Sheets. In addition, it has produced one
poster for presentation at the November 2003 Aboriginal Research Policy Conference, delivered three
research findings papers at international meetings (People and the Sea II/III, Amsterdam, September
2003/July 2004 and the 4™ World Fisheries Congress, Vancouver, May 2004), and published one research
paper, inthe Canadian Journal of Native Studies (2004). The partnership has also published seven short
articles on research results in Mi’kmagq, First Nation, and non-Native fish harvester community and trade
publications.

The PFWS-SRSF partnership is continuing its analysis of the interview information as well as of
the information digitised from the topographical sheets employed during the interviews. This information
is being prepared for dissemination through reports, media print publications, a monograph and several
research articles. This work is expected to progress over the next few years.
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Family name, Given name

McMillan, Jane

Funds Requested from SSHRC

enter the total amount required.

For each budget year, estimate as accurately as possible the research costs that you are asking SSHRC to fund through a grant. For each
Personnel costs category, enter the number of individuals to be hired and specify the total amount required. For each of the other categories,

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3
Personnel costs No. Amount No. Amount No.] Amount
Student salaries and benefits
Undergraduate 2| 14272 2| 14272] 1] 7,136
Masters 1| 6422 1| 6422 1| 6422
Doctorate '
Non-student salaries and benefits
Postdoctoral
Other 3] 28,028 3| 28,028 3| 28,028
Stipends
Undergraduate 0 a o0 0 0 0
Masters
Doctorate
Postdoctoral
RTS requested (SSHRC portion)
Travel and subsistence costs Year 1 Year 2 Year 3
Applicant/Team member(s)
Canadian travel 15,18 15,180 15,180
Foreign travel 3,160 3,160 3’160
Students
Canadian travel 1’590 1,590 1’590
Foreign travel O 0 0
Other expenses
Professional/Technical services 5,000 2,000 2,000
Supplies 2,00 2,000 2,000
Non-disposable equipment
Computer hardware
Other
Other expenses (specify)
Communications 6,000 6,000 6,000
Honoraria 1,000 1,000 1,000
Workshops 5,000 5,000 5,000
Total funds requested from SSHRC 87,65 84,652 77,516

Personal information will be stored in the Personal Information Bank for the appropriate program.

Page 8 PROTECTED WHEN COMPLETED

Application Web

i+l

Canadi




L. Jane McMillan

Budget Justifications
Personnel:

Students: The project will engage 2 undergraduate students over the first two years of the proposed
research ($10/hr. x 40 hrs./wk. x 16 wks = $6,400 + 736 (11.5% of gross employer’s contribution) =
$7,136 x 2 students = $14,272/year. One undergraduate student will be recruited for the 3™ year ($7,136
(as calculated above) as we anticipate the interview and research phase will be drawing to a close while
the data analyses, outcomes preparation, and dissemination will be receiving most emphasis. Preferably,
these positions will be filled by First Nations persons. The skill sets and cultural background these
students bring to the project will be important to its progress. Similarly, the project’s commitment to
engaging and training First Nations students reflects its focus on capacity-building. One graduate student,
drawn from MSVU’s Faculty of Education, will be engaged over the three years of research. This student
will work most closely with Harkins and Paulette on developing learning modules for public school and
university curricula ($12/hr. x 40 hrs./wk. x 12 wks. = $5,760 + 662 (11.5% of gross as employer’s
contribution) = $6,422/year.

Non-Students: The project will purchase 25% of Mr. Kerry Prosper’s time as Director of the Paqg’tnkek
Fish and Wildlife Society and 25% of Ms. Mary Jane Paulette’s time as PFWS Senior Research (total of
$20,000/yr.). It is critical that Mr. Prosper and Ms. Paulette have the time to dedicate to working within
the research team and to achieving the project’s goals.

High School Students: The project will also recruit and engage 2 Mi’kmaq senior grade high school
students ($9/hr. x 40hrs./wk. x 10 wks. = $3,600 + 414 (.115% of gross as employer’s contribution) =
$4,014 x 2 students = $8,028/yr). These students will be trained to participate in document research,
poster preparation and results dissemination activities. These students will be centrally engaged in the
translation of research results into public school friendly learning modules. Their inclusion is a key piece
in the proposed work’s capacity building strategy in that providing opportunity for high school students in
this manner will foster the development of interest in social research and research literacy, especially as
these are associated with empowering Mi’kmaq and their culture.

Travel/Accommodation/Subsistence: These cost estimations refer to two major activities — research and
knowledge mobilisation/dissemination.

Research-related Costs — Automobile travel (20,000 kms/yr. @ $.33/km (university rate) =$,600/yr.),
accommodation ($50/day x 30 days/yr. x 2 persons/yr. = $3,000/yr.), and subsistence ($40/day x 30
days/yr. x 2 persons/yr. = $2,400/yr.) associated with consultations, community meetings and workshops,
and interviewing. Savings will be achieved through room-sharing and shared automobile usage (total =
$12,000/yr).

Dissemination/Conference-related Costs — Canadian travel: 2 meetings per year for 2 persons - airfares
and ground transportation = $1,500, Accommodation ($100/night x 3 nights x 2 persons x 2 meetings =
$1,200), and Subsistence ($40/day x 3 days x 2 persons x 2 meetings = $480). Total = $3,180 in support
of research team travel to conferences in Canada.

Students and/or non-university Mi’kmagq researchers will be supported for 1 Canadian conference/year
(81,590).
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International travel: 2 meetings per year for 2 persons (airfares and ground transportation = $1,100 x 2
persons = $2,200, Accommodations ($110/day x 3 days x 2 persons = $660), and Subsistence ($50/day x 3 .
days x 2 persons = $300). Total = $3,160/year.

Funding for 1 international conference/year will be reserved for a non-university Mi’kmaq team member.

Professional/Technical Services: As successfully accomplished in the past, in Year 1, the team will
recruit a senior year Information Systems undergraduate student to design and set up the project’s website
($5,000 contracted services). During the two subsequent years a senior Information Systems
undergraduate will be contracted to unload information and to maintain the site ($2,000 contracted
services/year).

Other:

Supplies: Total = $2,000 /yr. This is an estimate of the telephone, fax, courier, postage, photocopying,
paper and printer cartridges. These resources are essential for establishing and maintaining contacts
during the course of the research, as well as for supporting the production of printed materials for
circulation within the contexts of community meetings, workshops, and other dissemination activities.

Honoraria: an allowance for symbolic ‘gifts’ reflecting respect and regard as an aspect of community
consultations, particularly for Mi’kmagq elders and community leaders. Total = $1,000/yr.

Room Rentals and Catering: estimated annual costs associated with room rentals for community
consultations / workshops and research result dissemination workshops. $1,000 per meeting x 5
meetings/yr. Total = $5,000/year.

Research Communications: The proposed research places a considerable emphasis on communicating
outcomes throughout the research processes, as well as with respect to the anticipated deliverables. The
team will be disseminating results through means such as research reports, fact sheets, policy briefs, and
posters. The goal of developing learning modules for inclusion in public school and university curricula
will also require considerable resource support. The sum budgeted is in support of printing costs,
including relatively high quality production values in pamphlets, fact sheets, poster printing and
lamination, and learning materials. Total = $6,000/year.
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The Confederacy of Mainland Mi’kmagq

Member Mi’kmaw Bands
Annapolis Valley ® Bear River = Glooscap * Millbrook * Paq'tnkek ¢ Pictou Landing

Main Office:
57 Martin Crescent, Millbrook Mi’kmaw Community
PO Box 1590 Truro, Nova Scotia Canada B2N 5V3
Tel (902) 895-6385 Fax (902) 893-1520

Sub-Offices: (Halifax)
Nartive Education Counselling Unit (902) 494-8863
Hospiral Interpreters Liaison Program (902) 453-9358
Website Address: www.cmmns.com

November 29, 2006

SSHRC Aboriginal Research Grants
Strategic Programs and Joint Initiatives
Ottawa, Ontario

Via fax only
To Whom [t May Concern:
Re: Support letter

This letter is to offer our, The Confederacy of Mainland Mi’kmagq, support to the
research project from St. Francis Xavier University and Mi'’kmagq communities
studying Netukulimk: M’kmagq Knowledge, Culture and Capacity. We have
practical interests in this research for our hunting, fishing, gathering and
community knowledge and welcome the opportunities to work with Jane
McMillan, the principal investigator and the co-applicants Kerry Prosper, Mary
Jane Paulette, Christina E. Paul, and Tony Davis. We also support the
opportunity to have our members access the research training and information
workshops what will result from this research project.

Yours in Recognition
of Mi’kmagq Title,

Alora 4

Dr. Donald M. JuHfe
Executive Director

In unity there is strength and in strength there is power, Justice and equality for all.



TREATY & ABORIGINAL RIGHTS RESEARCH CENTRE OF NOVA SCOTIA
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PO BOX 241 SHUBENACADIE, NOVA SCOTIA BON 2HO PHONE: (902) 758-1953 FAX: (902) 758-1759

December 4, 2006

SSHRC Aboriginal Research Grants
Strategic Programs and Joint Initiatives
Ottawa, Ontano

Via fax only

To Whom It may concern:
Re: Endorsement Letter

This represents our letter of support to the rescarch project from St. Francis
Xavier University and Mi*kmag communities studying Netukulimk: Mi"kmaq
Knowledge, Culture and Capacity. We certainly appreciate this research for our
hunting, fishing and gathering and community knowledge and welcome the
opportunities to work with Jane McMillan, the principal investigator and the co-
applicants Kerry Prosper, Mary Jane Paulctte, Christina E. Paul, and Tony Davis.
We, also support the opportunity to have our members aceess the research training,
and information workshops that will result from this rescarch project.

Sincerely Yours,

N7y = James Michael
2’ ’ Director

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAI
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Pictou Landing Band Council
R.R. #2, Site 6, Box 35
Trenton, NS
BOK 1X0
Phone: 902-752-4912
Fax: 902-755-4715

December 4, 2006

SSHRC Aboriginal Research Grants
Strategic Programs and Joint Initiatives
Ottawa, Ontario

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter in my position as the Fishery Coordinator and Council member for Pictou
Landing First Nation to offer my support to the research project from St. Francis Xavier University
and Mi’kmaq communities studying Netukulimk: Mj’kmaq Knowledge, Culture and Capacity. We
have practical interests in this research for our fishing strategies and research training and welcome
the opportunities to work with Jane McMillan, the principal investigator and the co-applicants Kerry
Prosper, Christina E. Paul and Tony Davis.

Sincerely,

Wayne Denny
Fisheries Coordinator 4
Pictou Landing First Nation '

WD/tmf
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Paqg’tnkek First Nation
7 Dillon Street, RR #1 Afton
Antigomnish Co., Nova Scotia
BOH 1A0
e-mail address: pagtnkekfirstnation@ns.sympatico.ca

Tel: (902) 386-2781 Fax: (902) 386-2043

November 29, 2006

SSHRC Aboriginal Research Grants
Strategic Prograrus and Joint Initiatives
Ottawa, Ontario

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is to offer Paq tnkek First Nation support to the research project from St.
Francis Xavier University and Mi’kmaq communities studying Netukulimk: Mi’kmaq
Knowledge, Culture and Capacity. We have practical interests in this research for our
hunting, fishing, gathering and community knowledge and welcome the opportunities to
work with Jane McMillan, the principal investigator and the co-applicants- Kerry Prosper,
Mary Jane Paulette, Christina E. Paul, and Tony Davis. We also support the opportunity
to have our members access the research training and information workshops what result
from this research project.

Sincerely,

Jaas et

Coonct "

%‘%W
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Py itk sk,
Fish anad

PAQ’TNKEK FISH AND WILDLIFE
SOCIETY

November 29, 2006

SSHRC Aboriginal Research Grauts
Strategic Programs and Joint Initiatives
QOttawd, Outario

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is to offer our Paq tnkek Fish and Wildlife Society, support to the research project from St.
Francis Xavier University and Mi’kmaq communities sdying Netukulimk: Mi’kmaq Knowledge, Culture
and Capacity. We have practical inferests in this rescarch for onr hunting, fishing, gathering and
community knowledge and welcome the opportunities to work with Jane McMillan, the prncipal
investigator and the co-applicants Kesry Prosper, Mary Jane Paulette, Christina E. Paul, and Tony Davis,
We also support the opportunity 10 have our members access the research training and mformation

workshops what will result from this research project.

Sincerely,

s

m._7

RR #1 Afton

Antigonish Co. NS

BOH1AO

Phone: 1-902-386-2059

E-Mail: kerryp(@ns.sympatico.ca
mj.paulette@ns.sympatico.ca




Abegweit First Nation = Fisheries

PO Box 36 Ph.: 902-676-2936
Mt. Stewart, PE Fax: 902-676-2427
COA 170 E-mail: fisheries @abegweitfirstnations.com

Chief Roddy Gould Jr.
Councillor Robert Jadis
Councillor Danny Levi

November 30, 2006
To Whom It May Concern:

| am writing this letter in my position as the Fishery Director of Abegweit First
Nation's Fisheries in the province of PEI to offer my support to the research
project from St. Francis Xavier University and Mi'kmaq communities studying
Netukulimk: Mi'kmaq Knowledge, Culture and Capacity.

We have practical interests in this research for our fishing strategies and
research training and welcome the opportunities to work with Jane McMillan, the
principal investigator and the co-applicants Kerry Prosper, Christina E. Paul, and
Tony Davis.

Sincerely,

N b

Roger Sark
Fisheries Director
Abegweit First Nation



Fisheries Péches
and Oceans et Océans

November 30, 2006

SSHRC Aboriginal Research Grants
Strategic Programs and Joint Initiatives
Ottawa.

To whom it may concern,

Please be advised that as per the Department of Fisheries and Ocean’s Gulf and
Maritimes Region and St. Francis Xavier University’s MOU dated March 07, 2006, I
would extend my support in facilitating information exchange and promoting mutually
beneficial research activities such as the research project between St. FX university and
Mi’kmaq communities studying Netukulimk:Mi’ kmaq knowledge, Culture and Capacity.

The results of this research may help in the future role of DFO and Mi” kmaq
communities in the stewardship and management of aquatic resources in our area.

I look forward to working in collaboration with the applicants of this research project.

Sincerely,
Adrien Vautour
Area Aboriginal Programs Coordinator

Dept., of Fisheries and Ocean’s Canada
Antigonish , NS

Canada
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ANTIGONISH NOUA SCOTIA CANADA

Aboriginal Student Advisor
St. Francis Xavier University
P.O Box 5000

Antigonish, NS

B2G 2W5

December 4, 2006

SSHRC Aboriginal Research Grants
Strategic Programs and Joint Initiatives
Ottawa, Ontario

Dear Sir or Madam;

I am writing to offer my support of the research project currently in development
through St. Francis Xavier University and Mi’kmag communities studying Netukulimk:
Mi’kmaqg Knowledge, Culture and Capacity.

I am a member of the Paq'tnkek First Nation community and the Aboriginal Student
Advisor here at St. FX. There is a definite need for this research in regards to hunting
and fishing resources, as well as cultural components.

Our community will be able to offer local knowledge and welcomes the opportunity to
work with Jane McMillan, the principal investigator and the co-applicants Kerry Prosper,
Christina E. Paul, and Tony Davis.

If you require further information, please contact me at your convenience. I can be
reached at (902) 971-0759 or email khanscom@stfx.ca.

We'lalin- Thank you,

Wi, Heniconts |

Krista Hanscomb

www.stfx.ca



THE PAQ'TNKEK MI’KMAQ AND KA'T
(AMERICAN EEL): A CASE STUDY OF
CULTURAL RELATIONS, MEANINGS, AND
PROSPECTS |

Anthony Davis John Wagner

Associate Vice-President Social Research for
(Reseach) Sustainable Fisheries

Mount St. Vincent University St. Francis Xavier University

166 Bedford Highway Antigonish, Nova Scotia

Halifax, Nova Scotia Canada, B2G 2W5

Canada, B3M 2J6 ~

Kerry Prosper Mary Jane Paulette

Paq'tnkek Fish and Wildlife Paq'tnkek Fish and Wildlife
Society Society

Afton, Nova Scotia Afton, Nova Scotia

Canada, BOH 1A0 Canada, BOH 1A0

Abstract / Résumé

The Mi'kmaq have a deep and rich relationship with Ka't {American eel-
Anguilla rostrata). While the Mi'kmagq continue to harvest Ka't for food,
their relations with and use of eel also embody important cultural mean-
ings and practices. Ka’'t occupies a notable place within many ceremo-
nial settings, is used for medicinal purposes and, as a consequence of
the ways in which Ka't is shared, is central to traditional relations of
reciprocity. Implications for the revitalisation and empowerment of In-
digenous cultures are drawn from the lessons evident in this case study.

Les Mi'kmaq entretiennent des relations étroites et riches avec Ka't
(anguille d’ Amérique, Anguilla rostrata). Bien qu'ils continuent de pécher
I'anguille pour s'alimenter, leurs relations avec celle-ci et leur utilisation
de I'anguille comportent également une signification et des pratiques
culturelles. L'anguille occupe une position notable dans bon nombre
de cérémonies religieuses, est utilisée a des fins médicinales et est au
centre des relations traditionnelles de réciprocité, en raison de la fagon
dont on partage I'anguille. L’étude de cas permet de tirer des legons
générales au sujet de la revitalisation et I'autonomisation des cultures
autochtones.

The Canadian Journal of Native Studies XXV, 2(2004):359-390.
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Paq’tnkek Mi’kmaq and Kat

(American Eel - Anguilla rostrata):
A Case of Cultural Importance anda Story of Decline

n 1993, Donald Marshall Jr.
was charged by DFO for com-
mercially fishing eels without a
license (eels are called Kat in the

Mi’kmaq language). This began
another journey by the Mi’kmaq
through the legal system for the pur-
pose of affirming treaty rights. In
September 1999 the Supreme Court
of Canada dismissed the charges
against Donald Marshall, in the
process affirming the treaty right to
fish commercially in support of a
‘modest livelihood. The fact that
Donald Marshall was fishing Kat

this unique combination of features:

for a 2-year warranty

N, We Won tComprormse
Our Standards—
You Shouldn’t Either.

In a confusing world of look-alikes, the Fernstrum
GRIDCOOLER?® stands out from the rest
by continuing to set the standards for
quality, durability and efficiency with

* One-piece header construction offers legcndary
durability and unmatched overall quality

* Superior materials and manufacturing allow

* Availability of either smooth wall or
enhanced tube allows for the selection of
the most efficient/cost-effective cooling solution

Kerry Prosper and Mary Jane Paulette
Paq’tnkek Fish and Wildlife Society

when charged and that the treaty
clauses noted in the decision specif-
ically mention Kat seem to have
received no consideration in all of
the events that have occurred.

It is not coincidental that Junior
Marshall was fishing eel or Kat.
Historical and archaeological evi-
dence clearly establishes that the
Mi’kmaq intensively used marine
resources for their material support,
including Kat. It is also clear that
the Mi’kmaq, as they became

increasingly dispossessed and mar-
ginalized, came to rely even more

R.W. Fernstrum & Company
1716 11th Avenue * P.O. Box 97 * Menominee, MI 49858
PHONE: 906-863-5553 ¢ INT. FAX: 906-863- 5203
http://werw.fernstrum.com

October 2003

heavily on eel for their basic suste-
nance. Kat was one of the few
marine resources for which the
Mi’kmaq retained relatively open
access, mainly because there was lit-
tle. commercial interest in eel until
recently. For the Mi’kmagq, Kat is
considered a critical food resource,
one of the few sources of high qualQ_
ity nutrition to which they could
turn and upon which they could rely
should other food sources become
inaccessible or scarce. As such, Kat
is also culturally important to the
Mi’kmagq.

Knowing that Kat has been cul-
turally and materially important for
the Mi’kmag, the Pag’tnkek Fish
and Wildlife Society (PFWS) in col-
laboration with Social Research for
Sustainable Fisheries (St. Francis
Xavier University) has conducted a
household survey in the Paq’tnkek
community. The survey was
designed to explore the relationship
between the Paq’tnkek Mi’kmaq
and Kat or American Eel and marks .
the completion of the first phase of
an on-going research project. The
results of the survey have been
released as a preliminary report enti-
tled: The Paq’tnkek Mi’kmag and

Kat (American Eel). 2
The first step in this project was
to submit a proposal to the

Mi’kmaw Ethics Committee to seek
approval for the research. “The
Mi’kmaw Ethics Committee was
appointed by the Grand Council in
1999 to establish a set of principles”
and protocols that will protect the
integrity and cultural knowledge of
the Mi’kmaw People”.

This committee’s objective is to

Page 75
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Gultural relatmnshlp with Kat

For thousands of years the Mikmag
have shared a long spiritual and cultural
relationship with Kat (eel). Kat have pro-
vided the Mi'kmaq with a variety of bene-
fits, while in Mi'kmaq culture Kat have
become associated with spiritual meanings..
For the Mi'kmaq, Kat as food has been
especially important. The importance of
eel has rested in the fact that it is a high
quality food accessible during times of
food shortage, such as the winter. In these
sorts of conditions Kat has been drawn on
as a food cache.

In order to explore Mi'kmaq relations
with eel, the Paq'tnkek Fish and Wildlife
Society, in collaboration with Social
Research for Sustainable Fisheries at St.
Francis Xavier University, has documented
the past and present usage of Kat among
the Paq'tnkek First Nation Mi’kmaq. Two
important findings arising from this study.

Ninety Paq’tnkek Mi'kmaq men and
women were identified as direct partici-
pants in the eel fishery. But, the numbers of
younger persons identified as experienced
with fishing Kat shows comparatively low

By Chris Quequish
Read: Deuteronomy 6:1-6

Keep these words in your heart that I am
telling you today. Do your best to teach
them to your children. Talk about them
when you sit in your house and when you
walk on the road and when you lie down
and when you get up. Deut. 6:6-7

One spring evening during the ice
breakup, we went down to the river to see
the ice flowing by. My uncle Robert and
several children went down with our pet

dog. It was just a puppy but we really loved

rates of participation. Notably fewer than
one in every ten boys 14 years of age and
younger and not one girl in this age range

‘have fished eel. This is worrying in so far

as it suggests that few in the younger gen-
eration are learning and experiencing the
Mi'kmaq relationship with eel. Cultural
knowledge is at risk of being lost.

Those reporting that they either current-
ly or in the past fished eel, were asked:
"what do/did you do with tue eel you've
caught?" Responses show that the primary
use of Kat has been for food. Substantial
numbers of men and women also report
using eel for medicinal and ceremonial
purposes. Fewer than one in three men and

him as he was very playful. We were curi-
ous about the big chunks of ice and won-
dered if we could jump on one and jump
back before it got carried away. My uncle
warned us not to go any closer as one might
come right up the bank and hit us.

We were foolish to think we could jump
from one block of ice to another because it
was so dangerous. [ am glad that my uncle
was there to watch over us. However, the
puppy wasn't so lucky. He jumped oato one
ice block and went running across several

and when he turned to come back, there

=

N

Congratulations to all the 2004 Pelican Falls graduates and all
the Aboriginal grads across Canada. Have a safe graduation.
Please don’t drink and drive.

PELICAN FALLS
FIRST NATIONS HIGH SCHOOL

empower our people”

PO RAavy 41927 RQinniv Tanlrant NN DT 1 TO

“Workmg together
to educate and

about one in five women report that at one
time or another they have sold Kat, a
notably fow proportion given the fact that
Mi’kmagq have had access to few economi-
cally valuable harvestable resources.

For the Mi'kmagq, Kat has always been
there during good times and bad and often
has been critical during food shortages.
Many rivers contain the remnants of stone
weirs constructed for the purpose of catch-
ing eels and other fish. Eel has been
described as one of the "Mi'kmaq's
favourite catches and was sometimes eaten
raw or hanged to be dried for later use.”
Frequently, Kat has gotten the Mi'kmaq
people through the hardest times of the

was no ice, only open water between him
and the shore. The ice moved so fast it car-
ried our puppy away and we never saw him
again. It could have easily happened to us
and we could have drowned, but because
we listened we were all right. All of us
cried, but my uncle said there was nothing
we could do. We knew how dangerous it

was so we never went down to the river

except when we went with someone older.

Life is full of dangerous places into
which we could get ourselves. We need to
realize where those places are. They may

-

ow do young people cope

with problems they face
every day? Problems like peer
pressure, sniffing, drugs, theft
and vandalism.

Read how Robert, Tawana
and their friend Chuck, find
what the thieves in the mysteri-
ous break-in were looking for.

FRE E B O O K This offer valid until July 31, 2004

THE MYSTERIOUS BREAK-IN

-enclose coupon and

year. Maybe this is why Kat plays a cere-
monial role in various traditions and is
offered as a gift to the Creator. The
Mi'kmaq knew eels were likely available
when there was nothing else to eat.

Traditionally Kat was used as a major
source of food for every stage of life. While
just over 1 in 4 Paq’tnkek Mi’kmaq fish
eel, over 1 in 2 were reported as having
eaten eel. From birth, a mother who was
unable to provide breast milk for her child,
would often use the broth from eel stew.
The broth of eel stew would be cooked
until it was mushy then wrapped with oats
and bound in a cloth for the infant to suck
on. This would provide the child with the
solid nutrition until the mother was able to
breast feed again.

When people were sick, eel stew was
given to help maintain their nutrition and to
restore their appetite. It is also for this spe-
cific reason“that later in life Kat would
again be used to restore elders’ appetites.
For example, on many occasions terminal-
ly ill people requested eel and eel broth as

(Continued on page 39)

be places where people are drinking or tak-
ing drugs. Just as we learned a lesson from
the puppy, we need to learn from others as
we see their lives being destroyed through
sin. We need Jesus to help us and guide us
through His Word so He will be able to
show us the safe place to walk in.

Question: Am 1 letting God lead and
guide me?

- Prayer: Lord, help me to listen to You
today and every day. May I take advice
from Your Word and practice it in my
life. A

R: ge! your free
copy of The Myste-" :
rious Break-in, -

write to:

Mysterious Break-in
c/o

Tribal Trails

PO Box 3030

Prince Albert, SK
RV TV



my expertise, my back-
ground, bringing people
together.” Dion promises
a strong voice for all west-
erners, not just
Aboriginals, claiming that
federal  representation
needs “fresh blood,” and
- that he is just the person
for that. He also praised

Joe Dion

Elijah Harper

CULTURAL RELATIONSHIP WITH KAT

{Continued from page 37)

the one food desired as pleasing and
digestible. Eating eel is often followed by
a sense of well-being, relaxation, and rest.

. Yet, in spite of these qualities, the
younger Paq’tnkek Mi’kmaq are much
more unlikely to eat eel and to experience
cating eel than are older community mem-
bers. For instance, the results from our
study show that over 90% of those forty
years of age and older reported that they
have eaten eel, while fewer than 1 in every
3 of those 25 years old or younger report

having ever eaten eel. There has been a
sharp reduction in el consumption and
experiences with eel consumption among
the youngest of the Paq’tnkek Mi’kmag.
Many Mi'kmaq struggle to make a
decent and satisfying living, whil¢’ main-
taining the way of life, language and cul-
ture. The deep and rich relation of the
Mi’kmaq with Kat illustrates important
qualities of the peoples’ connections with
nature and the gifts of the Creator. These
qualities live in the heart of Mi’kmag cul-
ture. The apparent decline in ecl fishing

Congratulations to all the 2004 graduates in our community
and to all the Aboriginal grads across Canada.
Have a safe graduation.
Please don’t drink and drive.

LOUIS BULL TRIBE
KISEPUTINOW EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
& KISEPUTINOW SCHOOL

Box 130, Hobbema, AB TOC 1NO
Phone : (780) 585-3978
Fax (780) 787-3799

Congratulations to all the 2004 ,
Kitchenuhmaykoosib Education Authority graduates
and to all the Aboriginal grads across Canada.
Have a safe graduation and please don't drink and drive.

KITCHENUHMAYKOOSIB
EDUCATION AUTHORITY

Box 78, Big Trout Lake, ON POV 1GO
Phone: (807) 537-2553
Fax: (807) 537-2316

Attawapiskat
First Nation

A

Congratulations
to all the 2004
Attawapiskat First Nation
graduates and to all
the Aboriginal grads
across Canada.
Have a safe graduation.

and consumption among the young is tro:
bling. It foretells of a situation in whic
important cultural knowledge and practic:
may no longer be passed from elders
younger community members.

Yet, it is not too late to recognize t!
important matters shown through Mi'km:
relations with Kat. Now, with the Coun
affirmations, Mi'kmagq treaty rights provic
the basis for increasing direct manageme
authority over natural resources., Gre
responsibilities come with these rights. T}
idea of Netukulimk provides some guidan
for a uniquely Mi'kmaq approach, . T

Congratulations to all the 2004 Cowessess
First Nation graduates and all the
Aboriginal grads across Canada.
Hare a safe graduation.
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American Eel (K’at) and Sharing (Utkun

agik)

- A Key Mi'kmagq Cultural Characterlstlc

by Kerry Prosper and Mary
Jane Paulette

"Pagq tnkek Fish and WildRfe Society

ourt decisions
recognizing
Mi’kmagq treaty

rights to fish for subsis-
tence, ceremonial and
‘modest livetihood’ purpos-
es mean much more than
only assured access to
marine resources. For the
Mi'kmaq these rights
enable and support the
expression of critical prac-
tices residing at the heart of
the culture. The practice
and the place of sharing
(utkunajik in Mi'kmaq -
pronounced  _tk_nagik)
among the Mi’kmaq and
within Mi’kmaq communi-
ties involves more than just
material items and consid-
erations. It is a form of

communication responsible

for the existence and state
of our culture. Our whole
lives and the knowledge we
possess are actually a result
of our ancestors sharing
stories, legends, food, and

friendship, that is sharing

equates with our way of
life. Yet, this practice of
passing down knowledge
and sharing is being inhibit-
ed by a number of factors
such as declines in natural
resources, dropping levels
of fluency in the Mi’kmaq
language, exposure to non-

Mi’kmagq cultural practices

and technologies (e.g.,
T.V.), and the decline in
consumption of traditional
foods. In order to better
understand these processes
and to document experi-
ences, the Paq’tnkek Fish
and Wildlife Society is doc-
umenting our community’s
knowledge regarding the
fishing, consumption and
use of K'at (ka:tag- Ameri-
can Eel).

Throughout our

research, community mem-
bers have been asked to
share
knouledﬂe

their experiences,
stor’xes and

community’s’ knowledge,
including knowledge
passed down by our ances-
tors.

This study has revealed
some very interesting find-
ings related to sharing
(utkunajik). Evidence
clearly indicates that a
strong sense of sharing
(utkunajik) remains present
in our community. For
example, the percentage of
our community who fish
K’at is 26.1% yet, 54%
report eating K'at. This dif-
ference shows that a great
amount of utkunajik is tak-
ing place within our
community. When those
who fished were asked:
“What did you do with the
eel you've caught?”, most
indicated they used K’at for
food. But, “gave away” was
the second most frequently
mentioned use. Mi’kmagq
men were more likely to
give away catches than
were women. This reflects
the fact that within. Mi’k-
maq culture males have a
responsibility to provide
certain sorts of foods for his
immediate family and com-
munity. Notably, sharing of
K’at was specified by many
regardless of where they
were born and raised,
showing that sharing of
basic foods such as K’at is
truly a cultural characteris-
tic of the Mi’kmagq people.

Another interesting
example of utkunajik is
expressed in the special
learning and caring rela-
tionship many noted as
existing between the moth-
ers’ brothers and the
mothers’ children. Many
among those who fish or
fished informed us that they
first learned how to fish eel
from one of their Mother’s
Brothers (Uncles). This
demonstrates a Mi’kmaq
cultural practice where the
mothers’ brothers play a
vital role in the teaching
skills and the sharing of
knowledge between gener-
ations within families and
communities. This sort of
special relationship and its
meanings are surely anoth-
er cultural characteristic of

.ing

the Mi’kmaq people.
Paq’tnkek elders have
also told us there was a time
when entire families would
go down to Bayfield Beach
on the evening of the first
full moon in June. It is said
that specifically- at this
time, when the tide goes
out, the lobsters and eels
would hide under the rocks
along the beach or under
the seaweed surrounding
the rocks. Families would
then search for the lobsters

and eels by turning over .

rocks and/or peering under
the seaweed. Often a home-
made spear would be used
to catch them. This consist-
ed of a flat piece of wood
with protruding nails (see
the picture above). These
families were certainly
sharing an experience
together and; passing down
knowledge while in the
process. Upon their retum
home, they most likely also
shared their catches with
their families and other
community members.
There are also other his-
torical reasons behind the
sharing of K’at within our
community. “Paq’tnkek” in
Mi’kmaq means “by the

bay” which holds a signifi- -

cant definition, for it was
once a Northeastern Nova

Scotia Mi'kmaq winter .
campsite. It has also been

noted to be the place to fish
and get eels. “Paq’tnkek is
the place to get eels. People
often came either to ask for
eels or to be shown where
eels were fished at in the
nearby waters” (Interview
with Mi'kmaq Elder, Octo-
ber 11, 2003). This
indicates our community
also shared with other com-
munities. It was not a
coincidence that Paq’tnkek
was the arca where eel fish-
led to the Court
challenge that affirmed the
Mi’kmagq treaty right to fish
commercially.

Utkunajik is also a key-
aspect of the Mi'kmag con-

cept and practice of
Netukulimk, that is, engag-
ing  respectfully - and
responsibly with all aspects

‘of nature, including other

human beings. Within
Netukulimk, sharing pro-
vides that all of nature’s
gifts are used in assuring
that no one is left without.
As an everyday way of liv-
ing, utkunajik expresses
and encourages positive,
supportive, and respectful
relationships and social val-
ues.

Overall, although there
is a strong presence of
utkunajik still expressed in
our community, it seems
that many are forgetting the
origins and importance of
sharing. Sharing begins
with creation and creation
is happening around us all
of the time - every time a
new seed takes root or
when a new baby is born.
We, as Mikmag people,
need to be more culturally
responsible for our actions.
It is specifically for this rea-
son we should appreciate
and encourage the practice

FAIRWIND'S
FLYING HIGH

WITH BOTH FEET
ON THE GROUND

Spring tide during the first full moen of June brings
Mi’kmag families together to seek lobster and eels from
amongst the rocks and sea weed of Bayfield Beach.
Events such as this enabled our people to pass down
knowledge from generation to another. Pictured above
are Mr. John R. Prosper and Mr. Benjimano’q Paul
from different generations of the Paq’tnkek Band.
Thanks goes out to Mr. John R. Prosper for playing a
vital role in preserving our community’s knowledge
with his contribution of the above photograph taken in
June of 1958.
of utkunajik.

The research reported
here was supported by
Social Research for Sus-

tainable Fisheries through
a grant from the Social Sci-
ences and Humanifies
Research Council of Cana-

Fairwind Truscott is succeeding in the demanding

world of professionat dance. As a student at the

Royal Winnipeg Ballet School, he understands
“"that success requires a powerful athleticism,
self-disciptine and total commitment, and he
is_meeting that challenge every day while
maintaining a full academic course load.

Fairwind is a true individual who believes in
himself. We believe in him, too. And that
makes us proud to support him with financial
assistance as he works toward a professional
career in dance.

Call 1-800-329-8780 for mors information on’
our financial assistance program for Fine Arts
studies and an the Cultural Projects Program
that assists Aboriginal organizations with ans
and cultura! initiatives

THE DEADLINE FOR APPLYING IS SEPTEMBER 30 °

National Aboriginal

» Achievement Foundation
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Sharing eel catCh.

Mi'kmagq

By Kerry Prosper and
Mary Jane Paulette

PAKTNKEK - Court deci-
sions recognizing Mikmagq treaty
rights to fish for subsistence, cere-
monial and “modest livelihood”
purposcs mean much more than
only assured access to marine
resources. For the Mi'kmaq these
rights enable and support the
expression of critical practices
residing at the heart of the culture.

The practice and the place of
sharing (utkunajik in Mikmaq -
pronounced utkunagik) among the
Mi'kmaq and within Mikmaq
communities involves more than
Jjust material items and considera-
tions. It is a form of communica-
tion responsible for the existence
and state of our culture. Our whole
lives and the knowledge we pos-
sess is actually a result of our
ancestors sharing stories, legends,
food, and friendship, that is sharing
cquates with our way of life.

Yet. this practice of passing
down knowledge and sharing is
being inhibited by a number of fac-
tors such as declines in natural
resources, dropping levels of fluen-
¢y in the Mi'kmagq language, expo-
sure o non-Mi'kmaq cultural prac-
tices and technologics (e.g.. T.V.),
and the decline in consumption of
traditional foods. In order to bet-
ter understand thesc processes and
to document experiences,
Paqg'tnkek Fish and Wildlife
Society is documenting our com-
munity's knowledge regarding the
fishing, consumption and use of
K'at (ka:taq- American Eel).

Throughout our rescarch com-
munity members have been asked
to share their experiences, knowl-
cdge. stories and family histories
associated with fishing and using
K'at. This study has been designed
to explore and to document the
details of our community's knowl-
edge, including knowledge passed
down by our anccstors.

This study has rcvealed some
very interesting findings rclated to
sharing (utkunajik).  Evidence

the -

. L] °
tradition
clearly indicates that a strong sense
of sharing (utkunajik) remains

present in our community. For |

example, the percentage of our
community who fish K'at is 26.1%
yet, 54% rcport eating K'at. This
difference shows that a great
amount of utkunajik is taking place
within our community.

When those who fished were
asked: “What did you do with the
eel you've caught?”, most indicat-
ed they used K'at for food. But,
*“‘gave away” was the second most
frequently ~ mentioned  use.
Mi'kmaq men were more likely to
give away catches than were
women. This reflects the fact that
within Mi'kmagq culture males have
a responsibility to provide certain
sorts of foods for his immediate
family and community. Notably,
sharing of K'at was specified by
many regardless of where they

were born and raised, showing that -

sharing of basic foods such as K'at
is truly a cultural characteristic of
the Mi'kmaq people.

Another interesting example of
utkunajik is expressed in the spe-
cial learning and caring relation-
ship many noted as existing
between the mothers’ brothers and
the mothers’ children.  Many
among those who fish or fished
informed us that they first learncd
how to fish ecl from one of their
Mother’s Brothers (Uncles). This
demonstrates a Mikmaq cultural
practice wherc the mothers’ broth-
ers play a vital role in the teaching
skills and the sharing of knowledge

Spring tide during the first full’
moon of June brings Mi'kmaq
- families together to seek lobster
and eels from amongst the rocks
-and-seaweed: of Bayfield Beach,
8. Events.such as this enabled our
people to pass down knowledge
fram generation to another.
Pictured above are John R.
Prosper and .Benjimano'q Paul .
from different generations of the
-Band. Thanks goes " -
. Prosper for play-
ital:role.in preserving our
1 ty's knowledge with his
ibuti n of the above photo-

between generations within fami-

lies and communities. This sort of

special relationship and its mean-

ings are surely another cultural

characteristic of the Mi'kmagq peo-
le.

Paq'tnkek elders have also told
us there was a time when entire
families .would go down to
Bayfield Beach on the evening of
the first full moon in June. It is
said that specifically at this time,
when the tide goes out, the lobsters
and eels would hide under the
rocks along the beach or under the
seaweed surrounding the rocks.
Families would then search for the
lobsters and ecls by turning over
rocks and/or peering under the sea-
weed. Often a homemade spear
would be used to catch them,

Utkunajik is also a key aspect
of the Mi'kmaq concept and prac-
tice of Netukulimk, that is, engag-
ing respectfully and responsibly
with all aspects of nature, includ-
ing other human beings. Within
Netukulimk, sharing provides that
all of nature’s gifts are used in
assuring that no one is left without.
As an everyday way of living,
utkunajik expresses and encour-
ages positive, supportive, and
respectful relationships and soc1al
valucs.

Overall, although therc is a
strong presence of utkunajik still
expressed in our community, it
seems that many are forgetting the
origins and importance of sharing.

The research reported here was
supported by Social Research for
Sustainable Fisheries through a
grant from the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research. Council of
Canada.
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Fish traps prove
aboriginal title

. By Stephen Hume
Vancouver Sun
COURTENAY - In the fall
of 2002, on one of those grey
West Coast afternoons with a
sullen sky threatening rain, uni-
versity archeology student
Nancy Greene decided to go for
a walk with husband David.
Greene remembers that the
tide was exceptionally low and
had receded more than a kilo-
metre  from

mudflat of Comox Bay, stippled
with pools of water, patches of
weed and clam shells.

What she'd expected to be a
gooey expanse proved firm and
the two soon found themselves
hiking the tidal flats, something
they'd never done before.

Greene noticed odd, knob-
like bits of driftwood protruding
from the mud. The more she
looked, the morc she saw —
dozens, then scores.

She stooped to examine one.
The top had rotted but below the
surface the wood had been pre-
served. It looked like it had been
driven vertically into the
seabed. It looked man-made.
She discerned something that
nobody else had apparently
noticed in a century or more —
the knobs of wood were in par-
allels.

“She saw these

the shoreline. _
| Before them sprawled the vast

stakes

arranged in lines and that great
big light bulb went on inside her
head,” David said with a.grin-as
his wife reached for a good
description of her epiphany.

Greene realized they were
looking not at flotsam but at
evidence of human engincering.
Not only that, thc scale
appeared €NOrmous.
Everywhere she looked, she saw
clusters and concentrations.

“I saw stakes cverywhere —
everywhere — just everywhere [
looked. The more [ saw, the
more | realized that this was
vast. | didn't even know what to
call them,” she recalled. “I did-
n't know they were called align-
ments. But | realized its poten-
tial importance as an archeolog-
ical site.”

What she was looking at, it
turns out, was evidence of what
could prove the largest prehis-
toric architectural feature on the
West Coast. ‘

There is also a tantalizing
hint in the historic record. John
Walbran's landmark study of
B.C. place names says the head-
land enclosing Comox Bay was
named Punta de Lazo de la
Vega by the Spanish explorer
Jose Maria Ndrvaez in 1791. He
translates the term loosely as
“the point of the snares on the
plain” which might be a refer-
ence to extensive fish traps.
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Sharing is an inherent part of M

BY KERRY PROSPER AND MARY
JANE PAULETTE, (PAQ'TNKEK FISH
AND WILDLIFE SOCIETY), ANTHONY
DAVIS, (SOCIAL RESEARCH FOR SUS-
TAINABLE FISHERIES)

Courtdecisions recogniz-
ing Mi'kmaq treaty rights to
fish for subsistence. cere-
monial and ‘modest lveli-
hood” purposes mean much
more than only assured uc-
Cess 10 maring resources.

These rights enable and

» December 2004

support the expression of
critical practices residing at
the heart of the Mi’kmagqcul-
turc. The practice and the
place of sharing (utkunajik

- in Mi’kmaq - pronounced

_tk_nagik) amoung the Mi’k-
communitics involves more
than just material items and
considerations. It is a form
of communication responsi-
ble for thecxistenccand state
of our culture.

Our lives and all the

knowledge we possess is ac-
tually a result of our ances-
Lors sharing stories, legends,
food, and friendship, that is
sharing equates with our way
of life. Yet, this practice of
passing down knowledge
and sharing is being inhibit-
ed by a number of factors.
[n order to better under-
stand these processes and to
document experiences, the
Pug'tnkek Fish and Wildlife
Society is documenting our

community’s knowledge rc-
garding the fishing, con-
sumption and use of K’at
(ka:tag- American Eel).

Throughout our research
community members have
been asked to share their ex-
periences, knowledge, sto-
ries and family histories as-
sociated with fishing and us-
ing K'at.

This study has been de-
signed to explore and to doc-
ument the details of our com-
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i’ kmaq culture

munity'sknowledge, includ-
ing knowledge passed down
by our ancestors.

It has revealed some in-
teresting findings related to
sharing (utkunajik). Evi-
dence clearly indicates that
a strong sensc of sharing
(utkunajik) remains present
in our community.

For example, when those
who fished were asked:
“What did you do with the
cel you've caught?”, most
indicated they used K’at for
food. But, “gave away” was
the second most frequently
mentioned use.

Mi’kmaq men were more
likely to give away catches
than were women. This re-
flects the fact that within
Mi’kmagq culture males have
a responsibility to provide
certain sorts of foods for his
immediate family and com-
munity.

Notably, sharing of K’at
was specified by many re-
gardless of where they were
born and raised, showing
that sharing of basic foods
such as K’at is truly a cul-
tural characteristic of the
Mi’kmagq people.

Another interesting ex-
ample of utkunajik is ex-
pressed in the special learn-
ing and caring relationship
many noted as existing be-
tween the mothers’ brothers
and the mothers’ children.

Many among those who
fish or fished informed us
that they first learned how to
fish eel from one of their
mother's brothers (uncles).

This demonstrates a
Mi’kmaq cultural practice
where the mothers” brothers
play a vital role in the teach-
ing skills and the sharing of
knowledge betwecn genera-
tions within families and
communities. This sort of
special relationship and its
meanings are surely another
cultural characteristic of the
Mi'kmagq people.

Paq’tnkek elders have al-
so told us there was a time
when entire families would
go down to Bayfield Beach
on the evening of the first
full moon in June.

It is said that specifically
at this time, when the tide
goes out, the lobsters and
eels would hide under the
rocks along the beach or un-
der the seaweed surround-
ing the rocks. Often a home-
made spear would be used to
catch them. This consisted
of a flat piece of wood with
protruding nails. These fam-
ilies were certainly sharing
an experience together and
passing down knowledge

while in the process. Upon
their return home, they most
likely also shared their
catches with their families
and othcr community mem-
bers.

There are also other his-
torical reasons behind the
sharing of K'at within our
community. “Paq’tnkek” in
Mi’kmaq mecans “by the
bay” which holds a signifi-
cant definition, for it was
once a Northeastern Nova
Scotia Mi'kmag winter
campsiltc.

It has also been noted to
be the place to fish and get
eels. “Paq’tnkek is the place
to get eels. People often
came either to ask foreels or
to be shown where eels were
fished at in the nearby wa-
ters” (Interview with Mi’k-
magq Elder, 2003).

This indicates our com-
munity also shared with oth-
er communities. It was not
acoincidence that Pag’tnkek
was the area where eel fish-
ing led to the court challenge
that affirmed the Mi'kmaq
treaty right to fish commer-
cially.

Utkunajik is also a key
aspect of the Mi’kmaq con-
cept and practice of Ne-
tukulimk, that is, engaging
respectfully and responsibly
with all aspects of nature, in-
cluding other human beings.

Within Netukulimk, shar-
ing provides that all of na-
ture's gifts are used in as-
suring that no one is left
without. Asaneveryday way
of living, utkunajik express-
es and encourages positive,
supportive, and respectful
relationships and social val-
ues.

Overall, although there is
a strong presence of utkuna-
jik still expressed in our
community, it seems that
many are forgetting the ori-
gins and importance of shar-
ing.

Sharing begins with cre-
ation and creation is hap-
pening around us all of the
time - every time a new seed
takes root or when a new ba-
by is born.

We, as Mi’kmaq people,
need to be more culturally
responsible for our actions.
It is specifically for this rea-
son we should appreciate
and encourage the practice
of utkunajik.

*This research was supported by So-
cial Research for Sustainable Fisheries
through a grant from the Social Sciences
and Humanities Research Council of
Canada.



PAGE 8

MI'KMAQ-MALISEET NATIONS NEWS, FEBRUARY 2005

Living Memories of our Ancestors

by Kerry Prosper & Mary Jane
Paalette E
Pag'tnkek Fish and WikdEfe Society*

ut on the water
on a calm night
fishing eels can

sometimes  bring  the
strangest experieaces.
Through our rescarch, we
have had the privilege to lis-
ten and document such
experiences from our Elders.
It is particularly through
these stories and our own
experiences that we know
our ancestors walk with us
still. Let us listen with our
hearts and minds to our
Ancestors and Elders whose
experiences clearly indicate
that we as Mi’kmaq People
are spiritually and culturally
connected to this land and
its resources:

The night is calm and the -
water glistens like glass. You
and a friend are out eeling
along the shoreline, for this
is the ideal night for eeling.
A lantem clearly illuminates
the bottom, exposing any
movements of eels who may
be trying to hide from your
presence. While you are
both moving along the estu-
ary, you see what appears to
be a small glow on a distant
shore. As you draw nearer to
the shore, the glow grows
larger and larger, to the point
that you can now clearly rec-
ognize a fire. As you
continue to_focus, you begin
to sce outlines of people
moving and dancing around
the fire. You can now hear
voices talking in a familiar
language - Mi'kmag. You
know these words are of
Mi'kmaq descent but the
words do not make sense -
for these are words not of

the present but of the past.

Curiosity quickly over-
whelms you, and the both of
you begin to move towards
shore with hopes of getting a
drink of tea and maybe
something to eat. As the boat
draws nearer to the shore,
the fire slowly begins to die
down. Despite this, you con-
tinue to paddle. Soon you
realize there is no fire, no
people dancing and no voic-
es... the shore now appears
empty. You and your com-
panion  still  continue
towards the shore. Just then,
your lantern unexpectedly
goes out. You scramble for
the flashlight in the dark, but
it doesn’t work either. You
now know both of you will
have to go to shore and try to
get the light working again
before you continue on your
journey.

As soon as you step out
of the boat, someone or
something begins nudging
you, making you feel as
though you are in the way.
At first you assume it’s your
‘partner, but ‘when you ask
them - they ask the same in
return. Chills run and up and
down your body. Without
words or hesitation, both of
you get back into the boat
and leave. As the boat gets
farther from the shore, the
flashlight becomes function-
al and you are able to relight
your lantern. You glance
back towards the shore, and
a small glow reappears. As
the -glow grows larger, you
can once again hear the
voices - voices from the
past. '

These types of experi-
ences are not uncommon
among the Mi'kmag, as they
are part of what acknowl-

cilges us 2s a people. These
types of stories speak of the
presence of the spiritual
linkages between our past,
present and future. We have
listened to these types of
stories throughout our daily
lives. They were passed
down to us for a reason - to
remind us of the importance
of life. We need to respect
them, for these stories
describe the memories and
experiences of our Elders
and Ancestors, and the infor-
mation they hold. These
stories allow us to under-
stand how conmecting with
the past helps us to treat the
present in order to ensure
our peoples’ future.
~ Through our study, we
have documented and exam-
ined such stories and found
that our community has
been participating in this
whole process. Our commu-
nity has kept in living
memory the knowledge of
our Ancestors and Elders.
Many of those who were
identified by the Paq’tnkek
community as knéwing a lot
about fishing, cooking and
preparing K’at were of the
spirit  world.  Although
passed on, these persons are
acknowledged as - the
providers of knowledge. Our
community keeps in mind
those who have taught us.
Thus, our Elders’ and
Ancestors’ knowledge is
kept alive within the present.
The Mi'kmag language
also gives a new name to
those who have passed on. If
someone is referring to a
person who has passed on
into the spiritual world — an
additional suffix of o'q is
added to their first names.
This additional suffix may

also be used to indicate the -

absence of a person physi-
cally, or to indicate
unconsciousness.  These
people are still acknowl-
edged even though they may
be sleeping, absent or not of
this world. Their state of
existence is such that they
are only not able to commu-
nicate directly at this time.

These stories describe the
intersection between two
worlds ~ a connecting point.
This link between the past
and present has been
referred to in many legends.
‘For instance, in the story of
Papkootparout, “...there is a
bridge across the gap creat-
ed by physical death.
Relationships between par-
ents and children, or
between husband and wife,
are changed by death, inter-
rupted perhaps, but not
ended. This is the circle of
life - the living have a con-
nection with their dead
ancestors, and at the same
time they are the ancestors
of those who have not yet
come into this world.”

The following is another
story that tells us of the
importance of respect:

A young boy is out fish-
ing eels with his uncle, just
as they have done many
times before. Yet this day
was different - everything
was very calm and peaceful.
As they approached a cer-
tain area, they could hear
someone hollering. Almost
immediately,-the young boy
hollered back. But as quick-
ly as he hollered; he was
silenced by his uncle. His
uncle explains to the boy
that the hollering is not com-
ing from a human being, but
from an individual from the

Mi’kmaq man and woman in a canoe; serpent Fairy
Bay, Kejimkujik National Park, NS Olive and Arthur
Kelsall, 1946—1955 Nova Scotia Museum, Halifax NS

The above petroglyph brings to life the voices of our
Ancestors. It also demonstrates the Mi'kmag world
view in which humanity struggles to exist as a

harmonious part of nature.

Available on—lme

http://museum.gov.ns.ca/mikmaq/p0005htm

past. If he was holler back,
he would be showing disre-
spect to those voices of the
past and something may
happen to them,

What is additionally
remarkable about the two
experiences described here
is that they both took place
in the same place. This land
holds a critical meaning for
our people and must be
treated with respect. These
stories confirm we as a peo-
ple are spiritually and
culturally connected to this
land for they are the same
lands from which our
Ancestors have gathered
natural resources, fished,
prepared foods and lived.
This is the land where our
Ancestors walked. Thus, we
know our spiritual and cul-
tural ties to this land were
never broken.

It is through these ties
that we know we have a spir-
itual and cultural connection
to the land and its resources.
Yet, along with this, comes

the obligation to the [and - to
manage our resources in a
sustainable manner. We
need to think of those yet to
be born for they will be our
future. They will also be
obligated to manage the nat-
ural resources for their own
futures. These stories also
tell us about the “circle of
life, that life has no begin-
ning and no end.” The
obligations passed on to us
from our Ancestors will be
passed on to the furure - the
unborn. It is with this article
that we wish to acknowledge
those who have passed ot
before us and with whos
spirits we walk today.

To all of those who hav
passed before us, Wela'lin:

*The research reporte
here was supported b
Social Research for Sustai
able Fisheries through
grant from the Social Sc
ences and Humaniti.
Research Council of Can.
da. ©




MPKMAQ-MALISEET NATIONS NEWS, JULY 2003

W e PAGE 11

Pag’tnkek Ml’kmaq and Kat (Eels)

onald Marshall Jr.
was charged by
DFO for commer-

cially fishing ecls (Kat)
without a license. This began
another journcy by the Mi'k-
magq through the legal system
for the purpose of affirming
treaty rights. In September
1999 the Supreme Court of
Canada dismissed the charges
against Donald Marshall, in the
process affirming the treaty
right to fish commercially in
support of a ‘modest liveli-
hood™. The facts that Donald
Marshall was fishing Kat when
charged and that the treaty
clauses noted in the decision
specifically mention Kat seem
to have received no considera-
‘tion in all of the cvents that
have occurred.

Knowing that Kat has been
culturally and  materially
important for the Mi’kmagq, the
Paq’tnkek Fish and Wildlife
Society (PFWS) in collabora-
tion with-Social Rescarch for

- Sustainable Fisheries (St. Fran-
cis Xavier University) has
conducted a household survey
in the Paq'tnkek community.
The survey was designed to
explore the relationship
between the Paq’tnkek Mi'k-
magq and Kat or American Eel
and marks the completion of
the first phase of an on-going
rescarch project. The results of
the survey have been released
as a preliminary report entitled:
The Pag’tnkck Mi'kmaq and
Kat (American Eel — Anguilla
rostrata).

The first step in this project
was to submit a proposal to the
Mi’kmaw Ethics Commniitiec to
seck approval and camn the
respect of  the  Mitkmay
Nation. “The Mi’kmaw Ethics
Committee was appointed by
the Grand Council in 1999 to
establish a sct of principles and
protocols that will protect the
integrity and cultural knowl-
edge of the Mi'kmaw People™.
This committee’s objective is
to ensure any rescarch involv-
ing the Mi'kmag would be
conducted in a manner respect-
ful to the Mi'kmaq People and
their culture. They also recom-
mend  any  information
collected remain in the hands
of the various Mi'kmaw com-
munities. Thus ensuring the
information would be used in a
manrner that benefits the Mi'k-
maq ‘Nation as a whole.
Prescntly anyone who enters a
Mi'kmaq community to study
or gather information regard-
ing the Mikmaq must first
submit a proposal outlining
their research plans and their
intentions to the Committee
prior to implementation.
Respecting these principles
and protocols, the Pag'tnkek
Fish and Wildlifc Society sub-
mitted a proposal describing

the Paq'tnkek Mi'kmaq and
Kat research project. Follow-
ing the committee’s review of
the proposal, authorization was
received in November 2001 to
begin the project.

With approval in hand, our
next step was to develop a sur-
vey aimed at gathering and
documenting each Paq'tnkek
household’s knowledge
regarding the past and present
fishing practices and use of
Kat. In order to accomplish
this task in a household setting,
it was decided our survey
should resemble a census-type
questionnaire. Such a ques-
tionnaire could be conducted
in a respectable and effective
manner taking into account
each household occupant’s
knowledge and experiences. A
copy of the survey is available
at - www.stfx.ca/research/
srsf/ResearchResources.

Prior to beginning the sur-
vey,  our  community’s
requirements needed to be con-
sidered. We had to ensure the
surveyors would be able to
meet the needs’of our commu-
nity’s  participants.  For
instance, in order to accommo-
date  our ' community’s
Mi’kmag-speaking people, the
surveyors should be bilingual
in Mi’kmagq and English. This
would provide each participant
with the option of communi-
cating in the Janguage of their
choice. In tum, the participant
would be better able to
describe any details concemn-
ing their knowledge and
expericnces. We also felt the
interviewers should have prior
experience in conducting inter-
views/surveys. This  would
ensurc a high level of comfort
and a sense of open communi-
cation between all involved.
The survéyors should also
express a keen intercst in the
research, thus encouraging par-
ticipation. Paq’tnkek band
members Mary Catherine Laf-
ford and Delores Puul satisfied
all of these conditions and
were cngaged as surveyors.
Their efficicncy and past cxpe-
riences definitely contributed
to the high 95% participation
ratc in our study, with 93 of the
98 available houscholds taking
part. This is an outstanding
level of participation, indicat-
ing the interest of the
community in the study as well
as reflecting the diligence of
the interviewers in their pursuit
and conduct of the interviews,

Results of our findings
revealed some interesting pat-
terns regarding the state of the
cultural relationship between
the Paq'tnkek Mi'kmaq and
Kat . First of all, 80 persons,
26.1% of the Paq'tnkek ‘on
reserve’ community reported
that they either currently fish
or, in the past, have fished foc

American Eel. Of these, 53 are
men (66.2%) and 27 are
women (33.8%). This'indicates
that although a dominantly
male activity, women were
quite heavily involved in eel
fishery. Further analysis
reveals that the women’s par-
ticipation in eel fishing has
declined more rapidly than
men in past years. When asked
if an individual went fishing
within the past year, twenty-
two percent of the men, but not
one women reported fishing
for eel. In addition, women
mentioned they primarily
fished during the winter as
opposed to fishing in both sea-
sons or in the summer,
Another significant finding
involved the rate of eel con-
sumption among the Paq’tnkek
‘onreserve’ population. In gen-
eral, just over fifty-four percent
of all household members sur-
veyed (169 of 312 persons)
reported having eaten cel, with
men (56.1%) being slightly
more likely to eat ecl than
women (52.2%). Out of these
percentages, only 31% of the
men and 25% of the women
reported eating eel within the
last year with a personpal pref-
erence for winter-caught eels.

Also observed within this pat- .

tern, females or males over the
age of 27 years reported eating
ecl. For those younger than 27
years of age the rate of con-
sumption declifies remarkably.
When the rates of consurmption
and fishing of eel were com-
pared, the numbers of those
reporting  having eaten eel,
contrasted  with the much
smaller number specified as
fishing or having fished eel.

This demonstrates that ecl has

been distributed widely, by
those who catch it, within the
Pag’tnkek community.

The past and present rela-
tionship between the
Pag’ntkek Mi’kmaq and a
resource such as Kat is very
dependent upon the availability
and access to the resource.
There are many influential

changes that have impacted the -

way of life for the Paq'ntkck
Mi'kmaq. Some of these con-
tributing  factors may be
changing government policies,
court cases, impacts of com-
peting fisheries, environmental
changes, global impacts on cli-
mate change, etc. Therefore,
the Paq’tnkek cultural prac-
tices and relationship to Kat
would have become suscepti-
ble to decline and loss over
time.

This is an area of great con-
cern  for the Paq’tnkek
community. Demographics of
the Paq’tnkek community indi-
cate there is a wide gap
between the youth and senior
population of this community.
Such a gap has already inter-

fered with the passing down of
knowledge from one genera-
tion to the next as evident in
our study. The survey results
has enabled our community to
begin to understand the impor-
tance of the cultural
relationship between the Mi'k-
maq and Kat and the need to
preserve it. The community
can now begin to understand
why there is a cultural decline
and take sleps to sustain and
preserve this rich cultural rela-
tionship.

To assist with this process,
the Paq’tnkek Fish and
Wildlife Socicty (PFWS) is
planning to further investigate
this cultural relationship by
interviewing in depth the indi-
vidual(s) who received the
most mentions as knowing a
lot about fishing and/or cook-
ing Kat in our survey. It is very
important for communities to
address these types of concerns
in order for alt of the Mi'kmaq
nation to understand for our-
selves and (o one day become
masters of own destiny. The
individuals who will be taking
the lead role in Phase I1 of our
project will be the major con-
tributors to the preservation of
our culture, ©
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Open to Youth in Grades 7 - 9 for the 2003 - 2004 School year.

‘The Aboriginal Youth Camp is an exciting and dynamic venture '
that will providc plenty of exciting opportunities. The Aboriginal
Youth Camp will provide opponunities to meet people, explore
your imagination and engage in exciting entrepreneur, leadership
and technological activities.

The summer has arrived, the Aboriginal Youth Camp is your
opportunity to have a fun filled week with plenty to do. It's a
learning vacation.

The Aboriginal Youth Camp will be held on the Campus of
University College of Cape Breton.

We have a room waiting. just [o

Last winter, Kerry Prosper took his daughters, Jaden
and Lenora Prosper on a winter eel fishing expedition
on Pomquet harbour. Pictured above is one of his
daughters Jaden holding an eel he speared that day.
This is the creation of his children’s first memories of
eel fishing. This demonstrates the act of passing down
knowledge to the next generation further preserving the
cultural relationship of the Paq’tnkek Mi’kmaq and
Kat. It also emphasises the cultural importance of the

" past and present traditional use of Pomquet harbour by

the Pag’tnkek Mi’kmagq.

July 13 - 18, 2003

BUCCB

In partnership with

Call: Selena Marshall or Nadia Denny
at (902) 379-2705

Deadline: July 8th, 2003




ensure that any research involving
the Mi’kmaq would be conducted in
a manner respectful to the Mi’kmag
People and their culture as well as
used in a manner that will benefit
the Mi’kmaq Nation as a whole.
Presently anyone who enters a
Mi'kmaq community to study or
gather information must first submit
a proposal outlining their research
plans and their intentions to the
Committee. The Paq’tnkek Fish and
Wildlife Society received authoriza-
tion in November 2001 to begin
their project.

With approval in hand, our next
step was to develop a survey aimed
at gathering and documenting each
Paq’tnkek household’s knowledge
regarding past and present fishing
practices and use of Kat. In order to
accomplish this task in a household
setting, we developed a census-type
questionnaire. Prior to beginning the
survey, we had to ensure the inter-
viewers would be able to meet the
needs of the participants. At least
one interviewer needed to be bilin-
gual in Mi’kmaq and English. This
would provide participants with the
option of communicating in either
language, and in the language with
which they would be best able to
describe their knowledge and expe-
riences. The effectiveness of the
interviewers is evident in the fact
that we achieved a 95% participa-
tion rate in our study, with 93 of the
98 available households taking part.
This is an outstanding level of par-
ticipation, indicating the interest of
the community in the study as well
as reflecting the diligence of the
interviewers.

Our findings reveal some
important patterns regarding the
state of the Paq’tnkek Mi’kmags’
cultural relationship with Kat . First
of all, 80 persons, 26.1% of the
Paq’tnkek ‘on reserve’ community,
reported that they either currently
fish or, in the past, have fished for
American Eel. Of these, 53 are men
(66.2%) and 27 are women (33.8%).
This indicates that, although a dom-
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inantly male activity, women were
quite heavily involved in eel fishery.
Further analysis reveals that the
women’s participation in eel fishing
has declined more rapidly then that
of men in recent years. When asked
if an individual went fishing Kat
within the past year, twenty-{wo per-
cent of the men, but not one women
reported fishing. In addition,
women mentioned they primarily
fished during the winter as com-
pared with the male pattern of fish-
ing in both seasons.

Another significant finding
involved the rate of eel consumption
among the Paq’tnkek ‘on reserve’
population.  In general, just over
54% of all household members sur-
veyed (169 of 312 persons) reported
having eaten eel. Out of these, only
31% of the men and 25% of the
women reported eating eel within
the last year, with most expressing a
personal preference for winter-
caught eels. Also observed was the
fact that mainly people 27 years of
age and older reported eating eel.
Eating Kat declines remarkably for
those younger than 27 years. When
the consumption patterns and level
of participation in fishing of eel
were compared, the numbers of
those reporting having eaten eel far
exceed the much smaller number
identified as fishing or having fished
eel. This demonstrates that eel was,
in the past, and is currently distrib-
uted widely, by those who catch it,
within the Paq’tnkek community.
Sharing food resources such as Kat
within extended families and com-
munities is a deeply felt cultural
practice among the Mi'kmag.

The past and present relation-
ship between the Paq’ntkek
Mi’kmagq and a resource such as Kat
is very dependent upon its availabil-
ity and on access to the resource.
There are many changes that have
impacted on the Paq’ntkek Mi’kmagq
way of life. Some of the predomi-
nant change agents have been and
remain government policies, court
cases, impacts of competing fish-

eries, introduction of commercial
eel fishing and the elver fishery,
environmental changes, and global
impacts of climate change.
Paq’tnkek cultural practices and
relations with Kat have been sus-
ceptible to decline and loss over
time as a consequence of change
agents such as these.

This is an area of great concern
for the Pag’tnkek Mi’kmaq commu-
nity. In the Paq’tnkek community
there is a wide social gap between
youth and seniors. This gap has
already interfered with the transmis- -
sion of knowledge from one genera-
tion to the next, as is evident in our
study’s findings. The survey results
has enabled our community to begin
to understand the importance of the
cultural relationship between the
Mi’kmaq and Kat and the need to
preserve it. The community can
now begin to understand factors
fueling the decline and take steps to
sustain and preserve this rich and
important cultural relationship. It is
very important for communities to
address these types of concerns in
order for all to develop understand-
ings and to take action when neces-
sary to preserve and revitalize their

culture.

ENGINES FOR SALE

Four Ford Sabre 80 marine diesels,
80hp/2500rpm, 12v starter, alternator
and remote panel, bobtailed, only used
in fresh water, heat exchanger cooled,
running take outs, stored inside.
$3,000 each or try lot offer.

Call for best prices on stock Cat 3000
series marine propulsion engines. We
have Cat 3056TA 205hp, 3056NA
125hp, 3054T 108hp, 3034T 80hp and
Cat 3034NA 63hp, all heat exchanger
cooled, immediately available.

Call Darrell Lambert at Toromont Cat
709-722-5660

October 2003
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K'at (ka:taq - America Eel): A Mi'kmag customary food _'cac.he

By Mary Jane Paulette ,
Pagq'tnkek Fish and Wildlife
Society, Kerry Prosper,
Pagq'tnkek First Nation, No-
va Scotia, and Anthony
Davis Social Research for
Sustainable Fisheries, St.
Francis Xavier University

The Supreme Court of
Canada's Marshall decision
is permanently transforming
the commercial fisheries.
By establishing that the
Mi'kmaq First Nation has
treaty-based rights for par-
ticipation in commercial
fisheries the Court's decision
has required that room be
made for First Nation par-
ticipation.

This is being accom-
plished through Fisheries
and Oceans buy-outs and re-
distribution to the various
Mi'kmaq communities of
available licenses, quotas
and capacity.

This policy has had the
immediate effect of grossly

inflating the market values
of licenses and quotas to
such an extent that many
non-native new entrants
must assume even more
tremendous debt burdens
than was previously the case.

Such a situation pretty
well assures that 'fishing for

cerns among non-native fish
harvesters about their future
in the fisheries. They have
also fueled suspicion, re-
sentment, and conflict be-
tween the Mi'kmaq and non-
natives.

Itis time to step back from
this set of circumstances, if

Donald Marshall Jr. was fishing eel commercially
when he was charged by DFO officers. This was
no coincidence. At that time eel received littie
regulatory and resource management attention.

debt' becomes a reality for
many. In addition, the
Court's decision clearly pro-
claims the fact that all non-
natives participate in fishing
as a result of a government
allocated privilege, while
Mi'kmagq participation is
based on a legal right.
These attributes and con-
sequences of the Court's de-
cision have deepened con-

just toavoid having the emo-
tional fall-out cloud the po-
tentials for understandings
and collaborations that offer
some hope for a revitalized
commercial fisheries man-
aged with respect for the in-
terests and concerns of both
the Mi'’kmaq and non-na-
tives.

The current practice for
integrating First Nations is
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largely designed and or-
chestrated by Fisheries and
Oceans. It is a practice that
has been most concerned
with maintaining the ways
and means of its fisheries
management regime, a
regime that has overseen re-
source collapses, fisheries
moratoria, and tremendous
dissatisfaction.

Mi'kmagq have been faced
with ultimatums - either ex-
ercise your treaty rights
within this system as speci-
fied in signed fisheries

_agreements or face arrest,

interference, and years of ex-
pensive legal fights. With
few resources to draw upon,
facing high levels on com-
munity unemployment, and
under threat, it is not at all
surprising that most Mi'k-
maq leaders felt compelled
to sign fisheries agreements.

Through all of this, few
seem to have asked the Mi'k-
maq people what they would
either prefer or propose to
do with regard to the exer-
cise of their treaty right for
participation in the commer-
cial fisheries. This sort of
consultation would have
taken time and care. Also, it
might have drawn out qual-
ities of Mi'kmaq culture and

New anchors
for all types of Gillnets
& Trawl line
40 Ibs. each $48

50 Ibs. each $60
Other Sixes and
Granels available
We ship anywhere
Phone: 1-506-577-4619
Fax: 1-506-517-9014

perspective  that  offer
tremendous  promise for
repositioning fisheries man-
agement and fishing prac-
tices on a more environmen-
tally sustainable basis than
is currently the case.

Donald Marshall Jr. was
fishing eel commercially
when he was charged by
DFO officers. This was no
coincidence. At that time
cel received little regulatory
and resource management
attention.

At that time of little com-
mercial interest, eel was one
fish that had been basically
left to the Mi'kmagq and oth-
ers to harvest where and
when they felt inclined.
Harvesting eel to barter,
among other things, is
specifically noted by the
Supreme Court as one of the
activities embedded in the
treaties that establishes the
legal basis of the Mi'kmag
right to participate in com-
mercial fisheries for liveli-

" hood purposes.

Obviously the Mi'kmag
have a long history of har-
vesting and using American
eel.
that these -qualities seem to
have been ignored in the de-
bates and discussions of
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It is certainly curious

ConmamfoannecC-ulogu

Mi'kmagq commercial fish-
ing treaty entitlements.

In part to remedy this,
over the last few years we
have been documenting
Mi'kmagq relations with and
use of American Eel (K'at
[pronounccd ka:taq] in the
Mi'kmagq language).

QOur studies are con-
cemed with understanding
ways in which the Mi'kmagq
people and their culture view
and interact with life forms
such as the eel. It is hoped
that understandings of the
Mi'kmaq and their culture
will be improved, and that
the potential contributions
of the Mi'kmagq to reposi-
tioning fisheries manage-
ment in the interests of all
will be made clear.

For thousands of years
the Mi'kmaq have shared a
long spiritual and cultural
relationship with K'at. K'at
have provided the Mi'kmaq
with a variety of benefits,
while in Mi'kmaq culture
K'at have become associat-
ed with spiritual meanings.
For the Mi'kmag, K'at as
food has been especially im-
portant: The importance of
eel has rested in the fact that

~jt is a'High quality food ac-

cessible during times of food
shortage, such as the winter.
In these sorts of conditions
K'at has been drawn on as a
food cache.

In order to explore Mi'k-
maq relations with eel, we
have documented the past
.and.present usage of K'at
among the Paq'tnkek First
Nation Mi'kmaq in North-
eastern Nova Scotia. Here
we describe and discuss two
important findings arising
from this study.

Ninety Paq'tnkek Mi'k-
maq men and women were
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identified as direct partici-
pants in the eel fishery.

Of those 27 years of age
and older, a substantial ma-
jority of the men and over t
in every 3 women reported
that they had gone or were
currently eel fishing.

But, the numbers of
younger persons identified
as experienced with fishing
K'at shows comparatively
low rates of participation.
Notably fewer than one in
every ten boys 14 years of
age and younger and not one
girl in this age range have
fished eel.

This is worrying in so far
as it suggests that few in the
younger generation are
Jearning and experiencing
the Mi'kmaq relationship
with eel. Cultural knowl-
edge is at risk of being lost.
This possibility is also evi-
dent in the simple fact that
eel fishery male and female
participation rates decline
dramatically from the oldest
through to the youngest age
categories.

Those reporting that they
cither currently or in the past
fished eel, were asked:
*what do/did you do with the
eel you've caught?” Re-
sponses show that the pri-
mary use of K'at for male
and female harvesters has
been for food (see Figure 1).

This is also reflected in
the notable percentages of
men and women who report
giving eel they've caught to
others. Substantial numbers
of men and women also re-
port using eel for medicinal
and ceremonial purposes.
Fewer than one in three men
and about one in five women
report that at one time or an-
other they have sold K'at, a
notably low proportion giv-
enthe fact that Mi'kmaq have

Call Today
425-3333

Loag Distance Callers Col TOLL FREE
Toll Free: 1-866-595-6666
Fax: 422-4728

Emait: freeods@hargainkenterpress.com
www.bargainhunterpress.com

had access to few economi-
cally valuable harvestable
rCSOUTCes.

For the Mi'kmaq, K'at has
always been there during
good times and bad and of-
ten has been critical during
food shortages. Many rivers
contain the remnants of
stone weirs constructed for
the purpose of catching eels
and other fish. Eel has been
described as one of the
"Mi'kmagq's favourite catch-

.es and was sometimes eaten

raw or hanged to be dried
for later use."

Frequently, K'at has got-
ten the Mi'kmaq people
through the hardest times of
the year. Maybe this is why
K'at plays a ceremonial role
in various traditions and is
offered as a gift to the Cre-
ator. The Mi'kmaq knew eels
were likely available when
there was nothing else toeat.

K'at is also noted as one
of the resources bartered by
the Mi'kmagq in the Supreme

Court of Canada's affirma-
tion of commercial fishing
treaty rights (R v. Marshall,
1999).

Traditionally K'at was
used as a major source of

food for every stage of life. .
While just over 1 in 4’

Paq'tnkek Mi'kmagq fish eel,
over | in 2 were reported as
having eaten eel. From birth,

a mother who was unable to

provide breast milk for her
child, would often use the
broth from eel stew. The
broth of eel stew would be
cooked until it was mushy
then wrapped with oats and
bound in a cloth for the in-
fant to suck on. This would
provide the child with the
solid nutrition until the
mother was able to breast
feed again.

When people were sick,
eel stew was given to help
maintain their nutrition and
to restore their appetite. Itis
also for this specific reason
that later in life K'at would

Figure 1: Uses of Kat
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again be used to restore eld-
ers' appetites. For example,
on many occasions termi-
nally ill people requegted eel
and eel broth as the one food
desired as pleasing and di-
gestible. Eating eel is often
followed by a sense of well-
being, relaxation, and rest.

Yet, in spite of these qual-
ities, the younger Pag'tnkek
Mi'kmaq are much more un-
likely to eat eel and to expe-
rience eatingeel than are old-
er community members. For
instance, the results from our
study show that over 90% of
those forty years of age and
older reported that they have
eaten eel, while fewer than 1
in every 3 of those 25 years
old or younger report having
ever eaten eel. There has
been a sharp reduction in eel
consumption and experi-
ences with eel consumption
among the youngest of the
Paq'tnkek Mi'kmagq.

Many Mi'kmagq struggle
to make a decent and satis-
fying living, while main-
taining the way of life, lan-
guage and culture. The deep
and rich relation of the
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Mi'kmaq with K'at illus-
trates important qualities of
the peoples' connections
with nature and the gifts of
the Creator.

These qualities live in the
heart of Mi'kmagq culture.
The apparent decline in eel
fishing and consumption
among the young is trou-
bling. It foretells of a situa-
tion in which important cul-
tural knowledge and prac-
tices may no longer be
passed from clders to
younger community mem-
bers.

Yet, it is not too late to
recognize the important mat-
ters shown through Mi'kmaq
relations with K'at. Now,
with the Court's ruling, Mi'k-
magq treaty rights have been
affirmed. Great responsibil-
ities come with these rights.
The Mi'kmagq idea of Ne-
tukulimk provides some
guidance for a uniquely
Mi'kmaq approach, one that
has the potential to guide the
development of new ap-

proaches to fisheries man-

agement. The concept of
Netukulimk recognizes the

interconnection of every an-
imate life form and inani-
mate object.

_ Starting with the princi-
ples embedded in the Ne-
tukulimk concept, Mi'kmaq
culture offers the opportuni-
ty to build resource manage-
ment from a 'first principle’
commitment to ecosystem
stewardship.

Such an approach would
assure resource sustainabili-
ty, strengthen Mi'kmaq cul-
ture, and contribute to
achieving satisfying liveli-
hoods. -

It also offers a basis on
which Mi'kmagq and non-na-
tives can meet and form al-
liances dedicated to devel-
oping an ecosystem’ stew-
ardship approach as the first
principle in fisheries man-
agement and livelihood sus-
tainability.  This process
must begin with building
mutually respectful under-
standings of concerns, pref-
erences, and needs.

For more information on

- the research and researccol-

laboration visit:
(www.stfx.ca/research/srsf)
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Kat [ka’taq - American Eel]l: A
Mi’kmaq Customary Food Cache

by Mary Jane Paulette
and Kerry Prosper
Pagq'tnkek F/W Society

or thousands of
years the Mi'kmag
have shared a long

spiritual and cultural rela-
tionship with Kat. Kat have
provided the Mi'kmaq with
a variety of benefits, while
in Mi’kmag culture Kat
have become associated
with spiritual meanings. For
the Mi'kmaq, Kat as food
has been especially impor-
tant. The importance of cel
has rested in the fact that it
is a high quality food acces-
sible during times of food
shortage, such as the winter.
In these sorts of conditions
Kat has been drawn on as a
food cache.

In order to cxplore Mi'k-
maq relations with eel, the
Paq’tnkek Fish and Wildlife
Society, in collaboration
with Social Research for
Sustainable Fisheries at St.
Francis Xavier University,
has documented thc past
and present usage of Kat
among the Paq’tnkek First
Nation Mi’kmaq. Here we
describe and discuss two
important findings arising
from this study.

Ninety Paq’tnkek Mi'k-
maq men and women were
identified as direct partici-
pants in the eel fishery
(Table ). Of those 27 years
of age and older, a substan-
tial majority of the men and
over | in every 3 women
reported that they had gone
‘or were currently eel fish-
ing. But, the numbers of
younger persons identified
as experienced with fishing
Kat shows comparatively
low rates of participation.
Notably fewer than one in
every ten boys 14 years of
age and younger and not
one girl in this age range
have fished eel. This is wor-
rying in so far as it suggests

The St Asvonunod,
SUBMISSIONS

Table 1: Participation in Ecl Fishing by Age and Gender

Age Categories Gender

Male Female

- (N=53) (N=27)

% %
42 Years to Oldest 80.6 393
27 to 41 Years 55.2 324
15 to 26 Years 22.6 152
8 to 14 Years 9.7 0.0
Youngest to 7 Years 0.0 0.0

that few in the younger gen-
cration are learning and
experiencing the Mi’kmaq
relationship with ecl. Cul-
tural knowledge is at risk of
being lost.

This possibility is also
cvident in the simple fact
that ecl fishery male and
female participation rates
decline dramatically from
the oldest through to the
youngest age categories.

" Those reporting that they

either currently or in the
past fished eel, were asked:
“what do/did you do with
the eel you’ve caught?”
Responses show that the
primary use of Kat for male
and female harvesters has
been for food (see Figure 1).
This is also reflected in the
notable percentages of men
and women who report giv-
ing eel they've caught to
others. Substantial numbers
of men and women also
report using eel for medici-
nal and ceremonial
purposes. Fewer than one in
three men and about one in
five women report that at
one time or another they
have sold Kat, a notably low
proportion given the fact
that Mi'’kmaq have had
access to few economically
valuable harvestable
resources.

For the Mi’kmagq, Kat
has always been there dur-
ing good times and bad and
often has been critical dur-
ing food shortages. Many
rivers contain the remnants

of stone weirs constructed
for the purpose of catching
eels and other fish. Eel has
becn described as one of the
“Mi'kmag’s favourite catch-
cs and was sometimes eaten
raw or hanged to be dried
for later use” Frequently,
Kat has gotten the Mi'kmagq
people through the hardest
times of the year. Maybe
this is why Kat plays a cere-
monial role in various
traditions and is offered as a
gift to the Creator. The
Mi’kmaq knew eels were
likely. available when there
was nothing else to eat. For
instance, a 19th century
Indian Agent reported hav-
ing *“...found four orphan
children who were unable to
rise for the want of food -
whole families were sub-
sisting upon wild roots and
eels...” Kat is also noted as
one of the resources
bartered by the Mi’kmagq in
the Supreme Court of Cana-
da's affirmation of
commercial fishing treaty
rights (R v. Marshall, 1999).

Traditionally Kat was
used as a major source of
food for every stage of life.
While just over ! in 4
Paq’tnkek Mi’kmagq fish eel,
over | in 2 were reported as
having eaten eel. From
birth, a mother who was
unable to provide breast
milk for her child, would
often use the broth from eel
stew. The broth of eel stew
would be cooked until it
was mushy then wrapped
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Figure 1: Uses of Kat
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with oats and bound in a
cloth for the infant to suck
on. This would provide the
child with the solid nutrition
until the mother was able to
breast feed again. .

When people were sick,
eel stew was given to help
maintain their nutrition and
to restore their appetite. It is
also for this specific reason
that later in life Kat would
again be used to restore eld-
ers’ appetites. For example,
on many occasions termi-
nally ill people requested
eel and eel broth as the one
food desired as pleasing and
digestible. Eating eel is
often followed by a sense of
well-being, relaxation, and
rest.

Yet, in spite of these
qualities, the younger
Paq’tnkek Mi'kmaq are

much more unlikely to eat
ecl and to experience eating
eel than are older communi-
ty members. For instance,
the results from our study
show that over 30% of those
forty years of age and older
reported that they have
eaten eel, while fewer than
1 in every 3 of those 25
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years old or younger report
having ever eaten eel. There
has been a sharp reduction
in" eel consumption and

experiences with eel con-

sumption  among  the
youngest of the Paq’tnkek
Mi’kmag. '

Many Mi'kmaq struggle
to make a decent and satis-
fying living, while
maintaining the way of life,
language and culture. The
deep and rich relation of the
Mi’kmaq with Kat illus-
trates important qualities of

. the peoples’ connections

with nature and the gifts of
the Creator. These qualities
live in the heart of Mi'kmagq
culture. The apparent
decline in eel fishing and
consumption among the
young is troubling. It fore-
tells of a situation in which
important cultural knowl-
edge and practices may no
longer be passed from eld-
ers to younger community
members.

Yet, it is not too late to
recognize the important
matters  shown
Mi’kmaq relations with
Kat. Now, with the Court’s

through
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affirmations, Mi'kmaq
treaty rights provide the
basis for increasing direct
management authority over
natural resources. Great
responsibilities’ come with
these rights. The idea of
Netukulimk provides some
. guidance for a uniquely
Mi'kmaq approach. The
concept of Netukulimk rec-
ognizes the interconnection
of -every animate life form
and inanimate object. Start-
ing with the principles
embedded in the
Netukulimk concept, Mi'k-
maq culture offers the
opportunity  to  build
resource management from
a ‘first principle’ commit-
ment to ecosystem
stewardship.  Such an
approach ‘would assure
resource sustainability,
strengthen Mi'kmag cul-
ture, and contribute to
achieving satisfying liveli-
hoods.

For more information on
the research and research
collaboration visit:
www.stfx.ca/ research/srsf
o]

CANADIAN ABORIGINAL

Music AWARDS

w.canb.com

2V 0 ety



Paq’tnkek First Nation
7 Dillon Street, RR #1 Afton
Antigonish Co., Nova Scotia
BOH 1A0
e-mail address: pagtnkekfirstnation@ns.sympatico.ca

Tel: (902) 386-2781 Fax: (902) 386-2043

November 29, 2006

SSHRC Aboriginal Research Grants
Strategic Programs and Joint Initiatives
Ottawa, Ontario

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is to offer Paq’tnkek First Nation support to the research project from St.
Francis Xavier University and Mi’kmaq communities studying Netukulimk: Mi’kmagq
Knowledge, Culture and Capacity. We have practical interests in this research for our
hunting, fishing, gathering and community knowledge and welcome the opportunities to
work with Jane McMillan, the principal investigator and the co-applicants- Kerry Prosper,
Mary Jane Paulette, Christina E. Paul, and Tony Davis. We also support the opportunity
to have our members access the research training and information workshops what result
from this research project.

Sincerely,
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November 29, 2006

SSHRC Aboriginal Research Grants
Strategic Programs and Joint Initiatives
Ottawa, Ontario

To Whom It May Concern:

PAQ’TNKEK FISH AND WILDLIFE

This letter is to offer our Paq tnkek Fish and Wildlife Society, support to the research project from St.
Francis Xavier University and Mi’kmaq communities studying Netukulimk: Mi’kmaq Knowledge, Culture
and Capacity. We have practical interests in this research for our hunting, fishing, gathering and
community knowledge and welcome the opportunities to work with Jane McMillan, the principal
investigator and the co-applicants Kerry Prosper, Mary Jane Paulette, Christina E. Paul, and Tony Davis.
We also support the opportunity to have our members access the research training and information

workshops what will result from this research project.

Sincerely,

— =

RR #1 Afton

Antigonish Co. NS

BOH1AO

Phone: 1-902-386-2059

E-Mail: kerryp(@ns.sympatico.ca
mj.paulette@ns.sympatico.ca




