LEK Research Partnership Agreement
  

Preamble 

This Research Partnership Agreement (RPA) specifies the principles held in common that will characterise the governance and practices of the Research Partnership with regard to partner participation in the research project and its activities as well as with respect to partner access to and use of the research project's resources. The RPA builds upon existing cooperative work identifying and developing research priorities.

In every respect of its governance and activities the Research Partnership will reflect the core principles of transparency, accountability and collaboration. 

Governance 

The RPA will be governed by the 'The Research Committee'(RC). The RC will be composed of the core research team.  For the purposes of this RPA, the entire core team is comprised of the assemblage of researchers specified below.

The core research team is comprised of:

Dr. Anthony Davis, PA, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, MSVU

Dr. Alida Bundy, Collaborator, Fisheries and Oceans Canada
The RC meetings will be chaired on a rotational basis by research team members. All RC members have voting privileges. Ideally, RC decisions will be arrived through a consensual process. Should voting become necessary, the RC Chair will follow 'Robert's Rules of Order' respecting the tabling of formal motions and the conduct of secret ballots. All motions and the outcomes of votes will be recorded in the minutes of RC meetings.

Minutes of RC decisions will be taken during every RC meeting by the designated Recording Secretary. The initial RC partners understand that as the research develops additional partners may be invited to join. The RC will consider proposals for new partners. Invitations to join the research team will arise from RC decisions. New research partners will be entitled to full representation on and participation in the RC. Decisions regarding new research partners will be made only through consensus of all RC members. 

Each research partner may develop and submit proposals to the RC respecting the specific research and research capacitation activities of particular interest. The RC will have the responsibility to prioritize proposed activities with respect to the allocations of research support and resources. Additionally, the RC will specify the timelines for and the character of the 'deliverables' (e.g., data, reports, working documents) expected from research supported activities. 

It is understood by the research partners that continued access to the research partnership’s resources and support is contingent upon the RC's judgment that the undertakings engaged and the deliverables provided met the expectations and understandings agreed to within the timeframes specified. 
All research partners agree to adhere to St. Francis Xavier University’s cost allowances and expense reporting practices with respect to use of research resources (e.g., provision of receipts, keeping of records, maintaining a mileage/kilometer record and so on). 

Research Partnership documents, research materials, data and results 

All research partners recognise and endorse the principles of transparency, accountability, and timeliness with respect to the conduct and dissemination of research. 

All partners respect the need to satisfy MSVU research ethics requirements when conducting research with human subjects.
All documents, research materials and data produced through the research partnership will be made available to all partners. 

All documents, research materials and data produced through research partnership activities will also be archived and made broadly accessible.
Researchers collaborating with the partnership will have the right to prepare and to publish the results generated from the specific study or studies with which they are associated with the understanding that: 

1. the RC will be provided with copies of all primary data, secondary materials and manuscripts; and,
2. the support and role of the RC and the research funder, the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, be acknowledged formally in the body of manuscript(s) and in any other publicly disseminated outcome.
Research Partner Agreement Respecting the Attribution of Authorship Credit
This section of the RPA is intended to provide clarification and key guidelines respecting the meaning of authorship and the assignment of authorship credits.  From the outset the RG affirms its understanding of and agreement with the principle that the right to authorship credits is based on an intellectual or creative contribution that is definitive and attributable to the research work and scholarship presented within manuscripts and other research-based materials (e.g., posters, conference presentations) submitted for presentation and publication. Research and scholarly collaborators should establish as early as possible, how the attribution of authorship and how the allocation of copyright are to be assigned.
Attribution of authorship
The following rules govern the attribution of authorship:


· authorship is attributed to all those persons who have made significant intellectual contributions to the work and who share responsibility and accountability for the results;

· an administrative and/or team affiliation relationship to the research does not, in itself, qualify a person for co-authorship;

· the attribution of authorship is not affected by whether researchers were paid for their contributions or by their employment status;

With the rise of collaborative research, multi-authored publications have become increasingly common.  Consequently, the determination of entitlement to and the order of authorship attribution have become more challenging and difficult. There are, however, some considerations that should be taken into account.  Among these are:

· the order of the names in a publication should represent prior agreement on the attribution of authorship credit.  For instance, the research team members may choose to follow a coin toss procedure whereby the order of authorship for the 1st and all subsequent research outputs is established.  Alternatively, each research project may be affiliated with a subset of researchers who should determine the order of authorship attribution from the outset.  Regardless of the ways and means employed to determine the order of authorship attribution, the agreements should be specified in writing and signed by all involved;
· when appropriate, one author should be identified as being responsible for the validity of the entire manuscript or authored object;

· all authors listed should have been involved actively in the research. Each is expected to have made a significant intellectual or practical contribution, understand the significance of the conclusions, and be able to share responsibility for the content and reliability of the reported data; 

· all authors listed should have seen and approved a manuscript before submission;
· other contributions must be indicated in a footnote or an "Acknowledgements" section; and,
· the concept of "honorary authorship" is unacceptable.
For these purposes the RG has decided to implement the following authorship attribution procedure…………………
Termination of Participation in the RP
Researchers may terminate their association with and participation in the RP by simply notifying the RC through letter or e-mail communication.
Research Partner Signatures
  

_________________________
Dr. L. Jane McMillan
  

_________________________________
Dr. Mary Jane Harkin
__________________________________
Dr. Anthony Davis
__________________________________
Mr. Kerry Prosper
__________________________________
Ms. Mary Jane Paulette
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