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Mount Saint Vincent University

Our Mission

« At Mount Saint Vincent University, we are committed to academic excellence, and our passion is a rich and rewarding
university experience.

« We are dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge: scholarship, teaching, and intellectual endeavour of the highest quality, and
we promote accessibility through flexible learning opportunities and services.

« We are inspired by our strong tradition of social responsibility and our enduring commitment to the advancement of women.

e Our people are our foundation and our relationships are built on respect and accountability.

Qur Vision

The Mount will be a model of creative teaching and research that nurtures socially responsible global citizens.

Our Values

*  Academic Freedom
e Accountability

e Creativity

« Engagement

. Professionalism

* Respect



Mailing address: 166 Bedford Highway

Halifax, Nova Scotia

Canada B3M 2J6
Switchboard:
Online: WwWw.msvu.ca

Frequently Called Numbers

902-457-MSVU (6788) connects to all departments

Location

Telephone

Fax

E-Mail

Academic Advising

(902) 457-6400

(902) 443-8211

advising@msvu.ca

Admissions Office

(902) 457-6117

(902) 457-6498

admissions@msvu.ca

Bookstore

(902) 457-6157

(902) 445-2743

jean.mckay@msvu.ca

Class Cancellation (recording)

(902) 457-6566

Distance Learning and Continuing Education

(902) 457-6511

(902) 443-2135

distance@msvu.ca

Financial Services

(902) 457-6277

(902) 443-1414

financial.services@msvu.ca

IT&S Helpdesk

(902) 457-6538

helpdesk@msvu.ca

Library (Circulation)

(902) 457-6250

(902) 457-6445

circdesk@msvu.ca

Registrar’s Office

(902) 457-6117

(902) 457-6498

registration@msvu.ca

Security - EMERGENCY

6111

Security - parking

(902) 457-6286

(902) 445-3099

security@msvu.ca

1. The University hereby gives notice that while the information contained in this Calendar is considered accurate at the
time of its preparation, changes may be made subsequent to publication without prior notice.

2. Inthe interpretation of academic regulations, the Senate is the final authority.

3. Although advice is readily available on request, the responsibility of selecting the appropriate courses for graduation
must ultimately rest with the student.

4. Not all courses listed in the Calendar are offered each year. Students are advised to check the timetable, which is
available online via myMount at msvu.ca, for course availability.

5. The academic calendar year begins on September 1 and extends through the following August 31 in any given year.
Students who begin study at any point within this period are governed by the regulations in the Calendar which came
into effect on the previous September 1.

6. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Calendar, it is expressly understood by all students that Mount Saint Vincent
University accepts no responsibility to provide any course of instruction, program or class, residential or other services
including the normal range of academic, residential and/or other services in circumstances of utility interruptions, fire,
flood, strikes, work stoppages, labour disputes, war, insurrection, the operation of law or acts of God or any other cause
(whether similar or dissimilar to those enumerated) which reasonably prevent their provision.

7. The official academic calendar is the PDF version found online at msvu.ca/calendars. This PDF calendar contains all
Senate approved material up to and including May 5, 2014.
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2014-2015 Academic Course Add/Drop Dates

Duration of Classes

Last Day to
Register/
Add a Course

Last Day to Indicate
Audit Registration

Last Day to Drop
Without Transcript
Notation (W)

Last Day to Drop
Without Academic
Penalty (WF)

FULL YEAR 2014-2015

September 3, 2014 —
April 10, 2015

Wednesday,
September 10, 2014

Friday,
October 31, 2014

Friday,
October 31, 2014

Friday,
January 30, 2015

FALL TERM 2014

September 3 —
December 2, 2014

Wednesday,
September 10, 2014

Wednesday,
October 1, 2014

Wednesday,
October 1, 2014

Friday,
October 31, 2014

WINTER TERM 2015

August 21, 2015

June 29, 2015

August 5, 2015

August 5, 2015

January 5 — Monday, Monday, Monday, Monday,

April 10, 2015 January 12, 2015 February 2, 2015 February 2, 2015 March 9, 2015

SUMMER SESSION | - 2015

May 4 — June 19, 2015 Monday, Friday, Friday, Monday,

(On-Campus/Distance) | April 27, 2015 May 19, 2015 May 19, 2015 June 1, 2015
_ Monday, Friday, Friday, Friday,

May 4 —May 27 2015 | i1 97 2015 May 8, 2015 May 8, 2015 May 15, 2015
. Monday, Monday, Monday, Wednesday,

May 28-June 19, 2015 | xh1i 27) 2015 June 1, 2015 June 1, 2015 June 10, 2015

SUMMER SESSION Il - 2015

July 6-August 21, 2015 | Monday, Monday, Monday, Tuesday,

(On-Campus/Distance) | June 29, 2015 July 20, 2015 July 20, 2015 August 4, 2015

Monday, Friday, Friday, Friday,
July 6 —July 28,2015 | 3 116 29! 2015 July 10, 2015 July 10, 2015 July 17, 2015
July 29— Monday, Wednesday, Wednesday, Wednesday,

August 12, 2015

e Some on-campus and off-site courses begin prior to May 4, 2015. Consult myMount for start date of all courses.
e For financial deadlines and refund dates, visit msvu.ca/myMount.

Academic Appeals

Deadlines

For Courses Taken In

Deadline Date

Fall Term 2014

Friday, January 16, 2015

Full Year 2014-2015

Friday, May 15, 2015

Winter Term 2015

Friday, May 15, 2015

Summer Session | — 2015

Wednesday, July 17, 2015

Summer Session Il - 2015

Tuesday, September 15, 2015

Petition for Deferral

(DEF) Deadlines

For Courses Taken In

Deadline Date

Fall Term 2014

Friday, January 16, 2015

Full Year 2014-2015

Friday, May 15, 2015

Winter Term 2015

Friday, May 15, 2015

Summer Session | — 2015

Wednesday, July 17, 2015

Summer Session Il - 2015

Tuesday, September 15, 2015

Section 1
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Important Dates in the University Year

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Friday
Monday
Friday
Saturday

Monday
Wednesday

Monday

Friday
Thursday
Friday

Monday
Friday

Monday
Friday

Friday

Friday
Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Monday
Friday

Friday

Sunday

1

9
10
11

18
21
25
26

28
30

15
16
19
30

27

29

31

2014

April
Application deadline for September 2014
entrance to Master of Arts in Women and
Gender Studies
Last day of classes
Reading Day
Exams begin at 9:15 a.m.
Deadline for payment of all Summer Session
| fees (except for Summer co-op fees) — after
this date, fees are due upon registration
Good Friday - University closed
Easter Monday- University closed
Exams end at 10:00 p.m.
Residences close at 12:00 p.m.
Rosaria Dining Hall closes at 10:00 a.m.
Seton Café commences with summer hours
Final date to clear 2013 Fall term IP grades

May
Summer Session | begins. Consult myMount
for start dates of all courses (some courses
begin prior to May 5)
Deadline to register for graduate level
Summer Session Il Institute courses
Spring Convocation
Spring Convocation
Victoria Day - University closed
Final date to clear 2014 Winter term and
2013-2014 1.0 unit INC grades

June
Deadline for Entrance Bursary applications
Deadline for payment of all Summer Session
Il fees - after this date, fees are due upon
registration
Application deadline for International
applicants to undergraduate programs for
September 2014
Last day of Summer Session |
Summer co-op fees due

July
Canada Day - University closed
Summer Session Il begins
Final date to clear 2014 Summer Session |
INC grades

August
Civic Holiday - University closed
Application deadline for September 2014
entrance to undergraduate programs
Last day of Summer Session Il
Final date to clear 2014 Winter term and
2013-2014 1.0 unit IP grades
Deadline to file Application to Graduate for
Fall 2014 Convocation
Residences open at 12:00 p.m.

2

3

30

13
31

11
15

12
13
14

19

September
Labour Day - University closed
Rosaria Dining Hall opens for residence
Meal plan commences at 5:00 p.m.
Orientation Day
Seton Café opens
Classes begin
Last date to drop full year and Fall term
courses without financial penalty. See the
Tuition Refund Schedule in Financial
Information on the Mount website.
Deadline for payment of Fall term fee
installment in order to confirm registration
(except for Fall co-op fees)
Last day to appeal grades or petition for
deferral for 2014 Summer School II
Final date to clear 2014 Summer Session ||
INC grades

October
No refund for Fall term courses dropped
after this date
Thanksgiving Holiday - University closed
Final date to clear 2014 Summer Session |
IP grades
Fall co-op fees due

November
Application deadline for January 2015
entrance to graduate programs in Child and
Youth Study, Education, Family Studies
and Gerontology and Women and Gender
Studies
Fall Convocation
Deadline for In-Course Bursary applications
Remembrance Day - University closed
Application deadline for July 2015 entrance
to the PhD in Educational Studies

December
Last day of classes
Reading Day
Exams begin at 9:15 a.m.
Seton Café closes
Exams end at 9:00 p.m.
Residences close at 12:00 p.m.
Rosaria Dining Hall closes at 10:00 a.m.
Final date to clear 2014 Summer Session |
IP grades

Section 1
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Thursday 1
Friday 2
Sunday 4

Monday 5

Monday 12
Thursday 15
Friday 23
Wednesday 28
Friday 30
Saturday 31

Wednesday 4

Sunday 15
Monday 16
Monday 23
Saturday 28
Sunday 1

Wednesday 1

Friday 3
Monday 6

2015

January
New Year's Day - University closed
University re-opens
Residences open at 12:00 p.m.
Rosaria Dining Hall opens at 5:00 p.m.
Classes begin
Seton Café opens
Last date to drop Winter term courses
without financial penalty. See the Tuition
Refund Schedule in Financial Information
on the Mount website.
Deadline for payment of Winter term fee
installment in order to confirm registration
(except for Winter term co-op fees)
Application deadline for September 2015
entrance to Master of Arts in School
Psychology
Application deadline for September 2015
entrance to Bachelor of Education
Caritas Day - No classes held on this day
Final date to clear 2014 Fall term INC
grades
Application deadline for September 2015
entrance to Master of Applied Human
Nutrition and Master of Science in Applied
Human Nutrition
Deadline for scholarship consideration for
Master of Arts in Women and Gender
Studies
Deadline to file Application to Graduate for
Spring 2015 Convocation

February
No refund for Winter or full year courses
dropped after this date
Application deadline for September 2015
entrance to Graduate programs in Child
and Youth Study, Communication,
Education, Family Studies and
Gerontology, and Public Relations
Study break week begins
Classes resume
Winter co-op fees due

March
Application deadline for Entrance
Scholarship Candidates to undergraduate
programs for September 2015

April
Application deadline for September 2015
entrance to Master of Arts in Women and
Gender Studies
Good Friday — University closed
Easter Monday — University closed

Thursday
Friday

Monday

Thursday

Monday

Friday
Thursday
Friday

Monday
Friday

Monday
Friday

Friday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Monday
Friday

Monday
Saturday

Friday
Friday

Monday

24

27

30

14
15
18
29

19

30

21
28

31

April (continued)
Exams end at 10:00 p.m.
Residences close at 12:00 p.m.
Rosaria Dining Hall closes at 10:00 a.m.
Seton Café commences with summer
hours
Final date to clear 2014 Fall term IP grades

May
Summer Session | begins. Consult
myMount for start dates of all courses
(some courses begin prior to May 4)
Deadline to register for graduate level
Summer Session Il Institute courses
Spring Convocation
Spring Convocation
Victoria Day - University closed
Final date to clear 2015 Winter term and
2014-2015 1.0 unit INC grades

June
Deadline for Entrance Bursary applications
Deadline for payment of all Summer
Session |l fees - after this date, fees are
due upon registration
Application deadline for International
applicants to undergraduate programs for
September 2015
Last day of Summer Session |
Summer co-op fees due

July
Canada Day - University closed
Summer Session |l begins
Final date to clear 2015 Summer Session |
INC grades

August
Civic Holiday - University closed
Application deadline for September 2015
entrance to undergraduate programs
Last day of Summer Session Il
Final date to clear 2015 Winter term and
2014-2015 1.0 unit IP grades
Deadline to file Application to Graduate for
Fall 2015 Convocation

Note: Refer to page 8 for academic course add/drop dates

* Dates subject to change

Friday 10 Last day of classes

Saturday 11 Reading Day

Monday 13 Exams begin at 9:15 a.m.

Friday 17 Deadline for payment of all Summer
Session | fees (except for Summer co-op
fees) — after this date, fees are due upon
registration
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1 - General Information

1.1 Introduction

Welcome to the Mount Saint Vincent University
Undergraduate Calendar. This Calendar is a comprehensive
guide to all undergraduate programs and courses, including
the Bachelor of Education degree. For information on
graduate programs and courses, please consult the Mount
Saint Vincent University Graduate Calendar.

The Calendar also serves as a record of University
academic policies and procedures. It is the responsibility of all
students to familiarize themselves with the University’s
academic regulations and policies in general, and those which
apply specifically to their program of study.

The requirements listed in the Calendar for the year in
which you are admitted to the program are the requirements
to follow as you work through your program.

1.2 Academic Advising

Arts and Science Programs

If you are interested in the arts and sciences, you may
choose from the various Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of
Science programs which we offer. Students may choose to do
a major or a general studies degree.

You must declare your major or general studies degree at
the Registrar’s Office before you register for your sixth unit of
coursework. You may change your program at any time, with
the approval of the appropriate department. Refer to section
2.2.5 Declaring a Major on page 26 for specific procedures.

Academic Advisors are available for general advising in
the arts and science programs. Furthermore, each arts and
science department has faculty who can provide advice on
the specific major, concentration, and minor requirements
within their department. It is the responsibility of the student to
ensure that she/he has a clear understanding of all the
requirements in her/his program of study.

Professional Programs

In general, the certificate, diploma and degree programs
in the Faculty of Professional Studies and Faculty of
Education are more specific with regard to their course
requirements. Each professional department has faculty who
can advise students on the specific requirements of their
programs and students should seek advice for their program
of study to ensure that they have a complete understanding of
those requirements. Enrolment for several professional
programs is limited, so it is essential that you carefully read
the admission requirements on pages 18 and 21.

1.3 Glossary of Terms

Academic Alert

Students who achieve a term GPA below 1.7 in their Fall
semester grades will receive a letter, considered an Academic
Alert, from the Deans’ Office. Academic Alert is not an
academic standing, but is an early warning that a student may
be in academic jeopardy and indicates that academic advising
should be sought.

Academic Appeals Procedures

An orderly opportunity for students to question interim
grades, final grades and other academic decisions related to
their coursework.

Academic Dismissal

Students on academic probation who have achieved a
term GPA less than 1.7 at the end of the winter semester, and
students in good academic standing who have attempted a
minimum of 3.0 units and have achieved a cumulative GPA
less than 1.0 will be academically dismissed for a twelve
month period.

Academic Offences
Plagiarism, cheating and any misrepresentations related
to your academic work.

Academic Probation

Students with a cumulative grade point average of less
than 1.7 and greater than or equal to 1.0 who have attempted
at least 3.0 units will be placed on academic probation when
winter semester results become available.

Academic Standing

There are three types of academic standing:
Good standing: Eligible to register
Academic probation: Defined above
Academic dismissal:  Defined above

Advanced Standing
Where movement into higher level courses is permitted
but no transfer credit is assigned.

Advisor
A faculty member or administrator who will help you plan
your program and select your courses.

Alumna
A former student or graduate of the University; plural is
alumnae.

Application to Graduate Form

Students must complete this form when enrolling in their
final session of coursework. The form indicates when the
student intends to graduate (either Spring or Fall
Convocation), the program being completed and the name
wanted on the parchment. The Application to Graduate form
is available at the Registrar’s Office, Deans’ Office, Assisi
Information Desk and online at msvu.ca/regofficeforms.

Audit Student

A student who registers with the University to attend a
university course for interest purposes but not as a candidate
for university credit. No credit will be issued and fees are
reduced.

Authorized External Course (AEC) Form

Previously called “Letter of Permission.” An official
document granting prior approval to take a course at another
university for credit at the Mount. Forms are available online
at msvu.ca/regofficeforms.
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Bursary
A monetary grant based on demonstrated financial need.

Calendar (Undergraduate and Graduate)

An annual publication listing key dates in the academic
year, admission requirements, program requirements, rules
and regulations, and course descriptions. Course information
changes from year to year but the degree requirements
described in the Calendar in the year of your admission to the
degree remain in force as you complete your program.
Available from Registrar’'s and Deans’ Offices, Distance
Learning and Continuing Education and online at
msvu.ca/calendars.

CGPA - see GPA.

Co-Curricular Recognition Program (CCRP)

The CCRP provides students an opportunity to document
their non-academic extra-curricular involvement in volunteer
work, professional development activities, receipt of awards,
leadership experiences, varsity athletics, and student society
participation on an official university document, the Co-
Curricular Record.

Concentration, Arts & Science
A concentration in Arts and Science consists of 4.0 units
of study as defined by the department offering the program.

Concentration, Professional

Several professional degree programs require students to
complete a concentration, a minimum of 3.0 units of
coursework in a specific area within the professional program.
See specific degree requirements in the Calendar.

Co-operative Education

Several professional degree programs offer co-operative
education allowing students to integrate academic study with
alternating paid co-op terms.

Course Change Form

The form must be completed if registration changes
(adding/dropping courses) are made, including section
changes, and submitted to the Registrar’s Office. See
Academic Course Add/Drop Dates on page 8 and section
2.2.7 Withdrawal on page 27.

Course Loads

The maximum course load for the Fall semester, Winter
semester or combined Summer sessions is 2.5 units.
Practicum courses are not considered part of the course load.
Students with a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or greater may apply
to exceed this maximum course limit. Normally, only an
additional 0.5 unit will be permitted.

Cross-listed Course

Cross-listed courses carry two or more subject prefixes.
Such courses are recognized by each program shown by the
subject prefix and may be counted towards either subject
area, but not both.

Dean

The head of a faculty within the University. At the Mount,
we have a Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Science, a Dean of
the Faculty of Professional Studies, a Dean of the Faculty of
Education and a Dean of Graduate Studies.

Deans’ List

A list of outstanding scholars in undergraduate programs,
who achieve a GPA of 3.5 or higher in 5.0 consecutive units,
with no grade below B-. Students may be enrolled on either a
full-time or part-time basis.

DEF

A course notation meaning Deferred, given through the
Registrar’s Office in exceptional cases when a student is
unable to complete course requirements due to medical or
other reasons during the time frame provided for completing
an INC (Incomplete) grade.

Degree Requirements

Listed in this Calendar and outlined on department
worksheets, indicating the course requirements needed to
complete the degree.

Early Registration

Selecting and enrolling in classes before the regular
September registration period, usually in May for new
students.

Elective
An optional course or subject not required for a particular
program of study.

Exam Conflict

An exam conflict might be: overlapping exam times, a
work commitment that cannot be changed, or scheduled to
write three exams in three consecutive writing times. An
Exam Conflict form must be completed and submitted to the
Registrar’s Office prior to the deadline.

Exam Schedule (When) and Seating Plan (Where)

The exam schedule tells when an exam will be written. A
detailed schedule listing each course, date and time is posted
outside the Registrar’'s Office and the Seton Auditorium and
online at msvu.ca. The seating plan is posted outside the
Registrar's Office and the Seton Auditorium the last week of
classes indicating where the exam will be written.

F*
A course notation meaning Failure resulting from an
academic offence.

Fair Treatment/Employment Equity Advisor

An advisor who provides information and assistance,
including mediation, of complaints under the Fair Treatment
Policy, on behalf of students, faculty and staff. Awareness
raising and training sessions are provided by the Advisor. The
Advisor also coordinates the Mount's Employment Equity
Program. The Advisor can be reached at (902) 457-6242.

Fees

Fees are the costs associated with various aspects of
attendance at the University. See section 3.2 Fees and
Financial Policies on page 57.

Full-time Students
Full-time students are enrolled in 3.0 or more units during
the September to April academic year.
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General Studies

Students enrolled in the Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of
Science degrees can complete their studies with a general
studies degree.

Plans to complete a Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of
Science General Studies must be declared prior to registering
for the sixth unit of coursework. Once you have declared,
changes can be made at any time with the approval of the
appropriate department.

Grade Point Average (GPA)

The total of grade points averaged over the number of
units contributing points of 0.0 and greater. Final grades with
“neutral” points do not effect your GPA. GPA (also called
cumulative GPA) is based on all coursework completed from
September 1996 onward.

Grade Points
The value (ranging from 0.0 to 4.3) given to each final
grade (e.g., A+ =4.3, F=0.0).

Grade Report

Available at the end of each academic term/session, a
grade reports list the courses taken during the term and the
grades earned including withdrawals and failures. Any fees
owing to the University for the term/session must be paid in
full before receiving a grade report or to view grades through
myMount.

Graduate Student
A student enrolled in a graduate program.

Honours at Graduation

Also known as graduating “with distinction,” this
designation is awarded according to a specific set of
guidelines as interpreted by the Committee on Academic
Policy in consultation with the Registrar. See section 2.2.25
Graduation on page 37.

Honours Degree
Awarded after completion of an honours program (see
below). An honours degree usually requires 20.0 units.

Honours Program

A course of study which considers a particular discipline in
depth, usually undertaken by students with post-graduate
study as a goal. Students must fulfill specific departmental
and general university requirements.

Honours Thesis
Original research in a specific field written by a candidate
for an honours degree.

INC

A course notation meaning Incomplete which is given
instead of a grade when an arrangement exists between the
professor and the student indicating requirements for the
course shall be completed by a predetermined date. If these
arrangements are not completed in the specified time, the
INC notation shall be changed to F (failure).

IP

A course notation meaning In Progress. A final grade
notation of IP is given in seminars, independent and directed
studies at the senior undergraduate level. Students must

complete the required work within four months of the month
the notation is given.

Laboratory

Regularly scheduled meeting times in addition to lecture
times for many courses in the timetable. Lab times are
published in the timetable and when registering for a course,
students are also required to sign up for a lab time.

Local Address

If a student’s address changes while attending the
University, the Registrar’s Office must be notified. Failure to
do so could result in not receiving correspondence and other
important information.

Major

Students enrolled in the Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of
Science degrees can complete their degrees with a major-a
planned selection of courses in one discipline intended to
provide background and depth in the discipline. See specific
degree requirements.

Students intending to complete their degree with a major
must declare the major before registering for the sixth unit of
coursework. For the procedures on how to declare your
major, refer to section 2.2.5 Declaring a Major on page 26.

Mature Admission Students

Mature students who wish to continue their education
must meet one of the following three criteria: graduated from
high school but lacking the required grade average or course
requirements and three years have elapsed, not graduated
from high school and five years have elapsed or have been
away from formal education at the high school or community-
college level for five years or more.

Mature Student

A student who returns to university after a break in her/his
education for work, family responsibilities, etc.; normally after
3-5 years have elapsed.

Minor

A secondary area of study. A minor normally requires
completion of 3.0 units in a related field. Students must
achieve a GPA of 2.0 in the required 3.0 units of the minor as
specified by the program.

Moodle

Moodle (Modular Object Oriented Dynamic Learning
Environment) is a course management system used by the
University. Faculty may use Moodle to distribute course
notes, communicate with students, set and grade quizzes,
create assignments, discussions, and much more.

myMount

myMount allows Mount students to access the
Registration Centre, Moodle and E-Mail along with student
specific news, events and information both on and off
campus, through a secure environment.

NCR
A course notation meaning No Credit, Repeat; allowed
only in courses graded on a pass/fail scale.

NXM
A course notation given in 1.0 unit courses for which no
December grades are given.
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Non-degree
A student enrolled in coursework but not working towards
a specific degree program.

Orientation
A program providing academic and social information to
introduce new students to the University environment.

Part-time Students
Part-time students are enrolled in 2.5 or fewer units during
the September to April academic year.

Passport Learners

The program opens many regular undergraduate courses
to persons not seeking academic credit. Learners may attend
lectures in designated courses with permission from the
instructor but are not required to write tests and exams and
do not receive an official transcript. Prospective students
should contact Distance Learning and Continuing Education.

Permanent Address and “Other” Addresses

Students must notify the Registrar’s Office of any changes
to the permanent address in order to receive correspondence
and other important information. Change of address for
Christmas, summer vacations or co-op work terms should
also be given.

Placement Test

An assessment of a student’s abilities in a particular area
given before registration in a course. It allows a department to
determine what level of study a student is best prepared to
undertake.

Practica Route

Several professional degree programs offer the practica
route (as an alternate to the co-operative 