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Tip #1:
Read Your Course
Outline/Syllabus

Q



Course Syllabus

A course outline/
=y syllabus tells you:

I. Course Prefix and Number. EMNG 105

Course Nema:  Froshaman English Il Honors

Cradit Hours and Contact Howrs 3 crédil hours and 5 contact hours

Calalog Description including pre- and co-reguisies:
A advanosd roading and witing course fof studens with sirong backgrounds
in these anaas. Readings will snoompass hour genres: e novel, shoel slory.
poatry, and drama. Papers emphasize analytical and writing skills. This
course s designed for the studant who has a special inberes! in examining

lilerasuse in depth and In leaming about crtical modes. This course |s a o CO nt ra Ct
substitute for ENG 102 Preraquisite: EMNG 101 or ENG 104
IL Caursa Dulcomas and ﬂw\'ﬂ"!

Student Learning Dutcomes:

Successiul compdation af English 105 means that siudenls wil be able (o . Le a r n i n g O u tCO m e S

1. Demansirale the ability i rédd with comprehension |iteratune from & wide range of
gennes and hishorical perods by

5 recognizing the characterisics of the ganre and using thess lealures o inlapeeat
o wark

* Topics

intarpreting muitipde levels of maaning in & work;
evaluabing e afeciveness ol passages in a work

s identitying, applying, and understanding liemry devices (such as namaive point
of view, characier mofivation, use of sefing, sic. )

e Evaluations

axamineng how INerature or language exprasses insights aboaut thi human
Condiln

o analyzing and explaining how he work of a particular wrilss reflects its historical,
cultural. and'or pobtical conext

2. Compose coherend easays using common college-level writien fonms which nol only o S C h e d u | e
marrste and axplain but skso mlerpret and analyze by



Tip #2:
Map the Big Picture

Q



Mapping the Big Picture



For each semester map out the next four months:

= DEADLINES: Find all the critical deadlines from each course outline (assignments, tests,
presentations, etc.) and add them to the Big Picture calendar.

= IMPORTANT DATES: Write down important university dates — start/end of classes, final exam
period, course add/drop deadlines, etc.

= KEEP IT SIMPLE: Include just the key information — consider using an agenda/day planner for day-
to-day task lists and assignment/test details.

» FREE TIME: Highlight times when there are no classes: e.g., Holidays, Reading Week, Winter Break,
etc., seeing that a small break is coming may help with motivation to complete current tasks.

= FUN TIME: Write down important personal events that are happening during the semester,
especially enjoyable activities that are part of your self-care.

= IN PLAIN SIGHT: Keep the Big Picture calendar in a place where you can see it and refer to it
easily (such as a wall in your home study space).



Also consider:

» COLOUR-CODING: having each course a different colour, creating an additional
visual cue.

» VALUES: including the value (% towards final grade) for each

assignment/test/etc. can help with prioritizing tasks when there are multiple
things due.

= DONE: cross/check off days/assignments when completed, this shows your
progress (and it is very satisfying to cross something off our task lists!).



Tip #3:
Understand Assignments

Q




Understand the Assighment Requirements

*Read the Assignment: Carefully read the instructions, noting any specific
requirements, formatting guidelines, and deadlines.

°|dentify Key Objectives: Highlight the main objectives or questions the
assignment is asking you to address.

Clarify Doubts: If anything is unclear, consult your professor or classmates
for clarification.

Writing Centre: Writing Guide
MSVU Library: Research & Citation Guides



Assignment: COURSE:
AT A GLANCE MNMOTES:
Due Date Value
# % Final
Resources Grade
Required
Length Citation
Style
Format
Other
AUDIENCE TO DO | TIME Est. Resources
Who is the target audience?
Scheduled

Completed

Wwhat do you need to know about the reader?

Scheduled

Completed




Tip #4:
Ask for Help

0



Student Services at MSVU

e Library Services
e Accessibility Services
e Career Services
e Counselling Services
* Learning Strategist
* Mount Mentors
e Mount 101 / 102
* Writing Centre
And more..........
FREE and CONFIDENTIAL






Tip #5:
Be informed of MSVU
policies

O



Important Policies / Regulations

www.msvu.ca/campus-life/student-policies/

www.msvu.ca/academics/university-academic-calendars/

e Accessibility / Academic Accommodations
* Missed / Late Evaluations

e Academic Integrity

 Mount 101, Exploring the Mount

e MSVU LibGuides (www.msvu.ca/library)



http://www.msvu.ca/library
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