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Appeal of Academic Decisions 

By Petition to the Committee on Academic Appeals 

A student wishing to appeal the decision that an academic offence has occurred and/or the related penalty will do so within 

15 working days of the issuance of the report from the Registrar (or in the case of expulsion, from the President), by 

sending a written appeal to the Chair of the Academic Appeals Committee, in care of the Registrar. 

The Registrar will forward the written appeal and supporting material to the Academic Appeals Committee, the appellant 

and the faculty member. The supporting material shall include: 

• the written report from the faculty member, the Dean and in the case of expulsion, the President

• accompanying materials received

• a summary of any notations of academic offences in the student’s file.

With reasonable notice, the Academic Appeals Committee will invite both parties to a hearing to state their respective 

cases. The Committee will have the right to call on the Chair of the Department and/or the Dean as appropriate to the 

hearing. The hearing will occur whether the parties involved choose to be present or not.  

Written materials submitted from the faculty or student subsequent to the initial request for an appeal will be provided to 

both parties. Normally these materials will be received 48 hours in advance of the hearing. When this is not the case, the 

hearing may be delayed at the request of either party. 

Hearing Procedures 

The purpose of the hearing is to ascertain the facts. Both the student and faculty will be invited into the hearing by the Chair 

of the Committee and asked to present their respective cases and will be permitted to cross examine the evidence. 

The Chair of the Committee has the authority to maintain order during the hearing. The faculty and student are permitted to 

have a supporter present at the hearing. Such supporters will appear as advisors, not advocates, and may speak briefly on 

behalf of their advisees. Supporters are not permitted to cross examine other participants at the hearing or members of the 

Committee. 

The Chair of the Committee will ensure that both parties have sufficient opportunity to be heard. At the conclusion of the 

hearing, both parties and any supporters will leave and the Committee will begin deliberations in camera. 

After deliberations, the Academic Appeals Committee will determine by majority vote whether to: 

• uphold or deny the charge, and

• confirm or alter the penalty imposed.

A written report of the decision and any penalty will be sent to both parties with copies to the faculty member, Chair of the 

Department and the Dean (and the President, in the case of expulsion). The Registrar will follow through on the 

Committee’s decision. 

The Committee’s decision is final. 

There is no avenue for further appeal. 
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