EDUC 5340.1/Church/Fall 2004


Lesson Plan: The First Death of Her Life

GCO: Students will be expected to respond personally to a range of texts.

Specific Outcomes (Grade 7)

· Extend personal response, either orally or in writing, to print and non-print texts by explaining in some detail initial or basic reactions to those texts.

· Make evaluations or judgments about texts and  learn to express personal points of view

· While learning to express personal points of view, develop the ability to find evidence and examples in texts to support personal views about themes, issues and situations.

Evidence of Understanding

Students' journal entries and contributions to discussions show evidence that they share personal responses, express points of view, offer support for the view, make connections with their own lives.

Sources of Assessment Data: Teacher observation of small group work; teacher assessment of journal entries in relationship to specific outcomes

Learning Experiences: Associative Recollections 

· Individual Work (students read story independently or it is read aloud)

· As students read or the story is read aloud, students check moments in the story that feel familiar.

· When students complete the story, they return to their checkpoints and dwell for a moment on past associations evoked by the recent reading.

· Students record the associative recollections prompted by the two most powerful reference points in their journals or through free writing. Suggest that they begin each recollection with a phrase such as the following:

· This character/event reminds me of…

· The words here make me think of…

· This part touches a general memory chord, which is…

· This even awakens me to…

· Small Group Work

· Students present their perception of the story's two most powerful reference points to each other

· Students discuss how these associations made their impact. Do the same incidents or characters touch more than one in the group?

· Students consider, is the impact strong enough to make them remember this story (or character or incident) past this semester?

· Students record in their journals any final thoughts about their own or the group's recollections.

